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Annual Neighborhood Events 

 

January 

February 

March 

Neighborhood Meeting 

April  

Great American Cleanup     

May  

Annual Pig Picking 

June 

Summer Fun in the Park 

July 

July 4th parade and picnic 

August  

National Night Out 

September 

Big Sweep Event 

October 

Halloween party in the park 

November 

December 

 

  Sunset Hills  Spring 2010  
     Greensboro, North  Carolina  

Dear Sunset Hills Neighbors, 
  

 I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 

for their participation and continued interest in the success of our 

Neighborhood. We live in one of the more desirable neighbor-
hoods in Greensboro. We have a great neighborhood with great 

schools. We have several neighborhood activities throughout the 

year indicating community involvement.  
 We would like to take the opportunity in our 

"Neighborhood Meeting" to inform every one of neighborhood 

activities, projects, and community opportunities. 
  Please join us and be informed!  See agenda on page 9. 

 Take pride in living in Sunset Hills!  

  

Thank you! 
  

Eric Patton 

Sunset Hills Neighborhood President 
1803 Madison Ave. 

Neighborhood Meeting  

Tuesday,  March 9, 2010  

7:00 p.m.  

First Christian Church  

1900 W. Market Street  
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Need Neighborhood Information? 

The Sunset Hills Neighborhood Association has both a 

website and a listserv. Pictures of neighborhood events  

appear in color on the website and in much larger num-
bers than we could ever print in the newsletter.  

 

Get to know your neighbors in text and print and learn 

the news:  
http://www.sunsethillsneighborhood.org. While looking 

at the site, be certain to go to Discussion Group and sub-

mit your email address to be added as a member of the 
monitored listserv. 

 

When you have a question about trades people, spot a 
stray dog or cat, note something unusual,  submit a mes-

sage to the listserv and the message goes out to all the 

members. Reading your email regularly will bring you 

news and information about the neighborhood. The 
listserv is monitored to keep the messages relevant to 

this area and on topics about the neighborhood. 

Dues 

Dues are due in January of each year. It is never too 

late to pay for the current year, however. Please re-

mit your $5 directly to the treasurer, Emily Herman 

at 2512 Berkley Place. Checks for more than $5 will 

be accepted as donations to the Sunset Hills 

Neighborhood Association. 

Sunset Hills Neighborhood Association  
Board of Directors  

President  

Eric Patton  
epatton42@yahoo.com  

Vice-President  

Bob Strack 
rstrack@uncg.edu  

Secretary  
OPEN 

Treasurer  
Emily Herman 

Mail dues  to  :   2512  Ber kley Place    eeherman@triad.rr.com 

Community Watch / Block Captain Head  

Ellen Wells 
272-0269  

ellenfwells@triad.rr.com 

Community Watch / Block Captain Coordinator  

Elaine Brune 
bardsley-brune@triad.rr.com 

Traffic Committee Chair  

OPEN 

Social Chair  

OPEN 
 

Environmental Affairs  
Ron Small 
275-6427 

ronsmall@triad.rr.com 

Garden Club Representative  
Laurie Joslin 

lbjoslin@yahoo.com 

Web site coordinator  

Robin Timmins 
timmins1@bellsouth.net 

Play Group coordinator  

OPEN 

Listserv coordinator  
Carl Phillips 

cwpjr5524@aol.com 

Easter Egg Hunt coordinator  

OPEN 

Historian  
John Bernard 

Newsletter Team  

Joann Strack 
333-9796 

joannstrack@triad.rr.com  

Elaine Brune 
378-1990 

  bardsley-brune@triad.rr.com 
Roger Bardsley 

378-1990 
  rbardsl@co.guilford.nc.us 

Kristy Jackson 
  feverpitchmusic@yahoo.com 

Marlene Pratto 
mrpratto@acm.org  

Newsletter Advertising Rates  

$15 - biz card size  $70 - 1/2 pg 

$35 1/4 pg   $140 - full pg 

Thanks to our advertisers for helping to offset 

the cost of this newsletter. 

VOLUNTEER Opportunities  

Note that there are several OPEN positions 

above. Would you consider filling one? If so, 

please contact Eric, Bob, or Emily at the  

contact email or phone number above.  

 

mailto:epatton42@yahoo.com
mailto:rstrack@uncg.edu
mailto:ellenfwells@triad.rr.com
mailto:bardsley-brune@triad.rr.com
mailto:ronsmall@triad.rr.com
mailto:lbjoslin@yahoo.com
mailto:timmins1@bellsouth.net
mailto:cwpjr5524@aol.com
mailto:joannstrack@triad.rr.com
mailto:bardsley-brune@triad.rr.com
mailto:rbardsl@co.guilford.nc.us
mailto:feverpitchmusic@yahoo.com
mailto:mrpratto@acm.org
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Community Watch Report, February 2010 
By Ellen Wells 

 

 We have had an exceptionally quiet period, for 
which we are grateful ï letôs hope it stays this way!  

Those of you who have access to the listserv are aware 

of the increase in day-time burglaries across the city.  If 
you have a security system, please set it to ñonò as you 

leave in the morning; mark electronics with an identify-

ing number or record serial numbers, and take pictures 

of valuables such as jewelry that cannot be marked.  The 
police often find items they believe were stolen and if 

they have access to a list of your missing items, com-

plete with ID numbers and/or pictures, your chances of 
regaining possession of your property are greatly en-

hanced.  Obviously, to get this information on record 

with the police you must file a police report of a robbery 
and obtain a case number.  Also obviously, I doubt that 

any of us would fail to take that step after a robbery! 

 

 Do you live alone or sometimes feel concerned 
about having a break-in while home alone?    Some of 

you may be aware of a message circulating on the inter-

net via email that recommends you keep a can of wasp 
and hornet spray near your door or bed.  It is apparently 

more effective than mace or pepper spray, as it tempo-

rarily blinds an attacker until an antidote can be admin-
istered at a hospital.  It is inexpensive and shoots a spray 

20 to 30 feet.  While this sounds very tempting as a de-

fensive mechanism, some of us had some questions.  

The spray is a pesticide and as such falls under federal 
rules restricting its use to its stated purpose.  Inhaling 

the vapors in an enclosed space may be harmful to your 

respiratory system.  I think using it could also make you 
vulnerable for legal action. 

 

 I contacted Sgt Charles Blaylock of the GPD 

Community Resource Team to ask for an opinion.  Offi-
cer Blaylock provided the following information: 

 

 When protecting your life from the threat of 
death or serious bodily harm, anything you use as a de-

fensive mechanism could be justified.  However,that jus-

tification usually comes from the judgement of others 
after the fact and whether what you did was 

ñreasonableò.  

 Nothing precludes the fact that the suspect, or 

his/her family, might attempt to sue you in court.  
        We do not endorse the use of wasp spray, but pep-

per spray is widely accepted as a use of force to deter 

criminal assault.  And, if used against you, will not harm 

you.  The wasp spray, if taken away from you or ac-
cessed by children in the household, could cause perma-

nent damage.  Pepper spray, while quite uncomfortable, 

likely will not harm your children if it should acciden-

tally fall into their hands. 
 

 So there you have it; wasp spray may be as ef-

fective as is claimed, but it seems to me the potential for 
hazards to you, the attacker, and possibly collateral vic-

tims should be seriously considered prior to committing 

to its use as a deterrent.  Maybe we should stick with 
pepper spray! 

   

 Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find more 

suggestions for keeping you and your property safe.  
This information also came in the above-mentioned 

email, and is the result of interviews with convicted bur-

glars in a number of states by a security consultant and 
by Richard T. Wright, a criminology professor at the 

University of Missouri-St. Louis who wrote Burglars on 

the Job. 
 

 Please donôt forget to report anything you be-

lieve is suspicious, and thank you for helping to keep 

Sunset Hills the safe neighborhood it is. 

Your Sunset Hills neighbor and Realtor!  
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One House One Owner Forty Years 

 
In a Time when most families move every five or six 

years, those of us who have lived in our homes for over 

FORTY years might be viewed as stagnant or unbelieva-

bly blessed.  I am certainly in that latter group! 

 

My home was built in the late '20's and we are only the 

third family to have owned it, I believe.  The floor plan is 

essentially the original with the screened-in porch and the 

deck being the only external additions I know 

about.  Even the garage is the original and is fine testa-

ment to how SMALL cars were back then! 

 

Here's the story. . . my Dad was minister of Grace Meth-

odist Church during The War and since there was not a 

proper parsonage, the three of us (Mom, Dad and me) 

were invited to live at 221 S. Tremont with Miss Mittie 

Hill, who was actually a member of West Market Meth-

odist.  We lived here for 6 years and my sister Sallie was 

born here!  That made FIVE people in a one-bath bunga-

low!  My playmates were Jackie Hendrix Quigley, Bar-

bara Ann Phillips and Linda Torrence Denmark.  QUITE 

a crew!  So many memories of those years. . . the 

"blackouts", walking to Curry School alone (REALLY!), 

going with Mom to put flowers in the chapels at ORD, 

and, as I later learned, hearing that Dad had actually per-

formed the wedding ceremony for Charlton and Lydia 

Heston here.  But that's another story. 

 

Our family kept the remarkable friendship with Mitt 

through the years and when she decided to retire to Char-

lotte in 1969, she asked if we'd like to buy the house.  It 

was a most extraordinary "gift"!  It took us years to work 

up nerve enough to even paint, much less rip out her 

beautiful floral wallpapers, custom valences and maroon 

carpet, so deeply entrenched was the notion that this was 

"Mitt's house".  A real stroke of luck was that Seth 

Hendrix, our neighbor and contractor who had done so 

much work here, helped us modify the "footprint" inside 

a bit to make it even more our own.  He, too, still lives in 

Sunset Hills! 

 

Our son Jonathan Byrd moved with us as a fine four-year

-old, played with Laura Quigley and got to know her 

grandmother (and our neighbor) Grace Hendrix who was 

such a dear friend.  Many of the neighbors I knew as a 

child still lived on the block!  One month after our move, 

our daughter Emily Byrd was born and she, too, grew up 

here.  So many multi-generational memories! 

 

And now, I get to introduce Jon and Mandy's daughter to 

this house, not to mention, soon, their TWINS! 

 

Over the years, I've had a variety of professionals come to 

do work around here, and the universal comment is "This 

house will outlive us all!  So beautifully constructed!ò  

We've lost several of the wonderful big oaks (and my treas-

ured clothesline in the process) and the maple in the front, 

but the outline of the house still harkens back to a very 

happy earlier time! 

 

Thanks for this chance for a bit of reverie! (see note about 

Curry School  on page 5) 

 

Peggy Byrd 

Original bathroom with built-ins. 
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Curry School 
By Peggy Byrd 

 
Curry Demonstration School was in the 

School of Education at UNCG  on Spring Gar-

den Street.  I had to walk down Walker, 

ACROSS AYCOCK (which was only 2 lanes 

back then) and over to Spring Garden.   

(Walker went through cam-

pus and connected to Tate St. 

then.)  It was easily a mile 

and I was doing that as a first 

and second grader!  My 

Mom was BIG on walking to school and I did 

it in a variety of hometowns through high 

school!  Occasionally, I was able to scrounge 

up a bus token and ride a city bus back to the 

Walker/Tremont corner.  Made me what I am 

today! 

Mark Guard Builders  
NC General Contractor 
Residential/Commercial 

Hands on carpenter and craftsman 

Home and Business Restoration 

 

ñthe home and business ownerôs choiceò 

336-549-9800 
meguard@bellsouth.net 

 

Finnegan Realty 
NC Licensed Real Estate Broker 

Mark E. Guard, Broker  

 

ñthe home and business ownerôs choiceò 

336-549-9800 
meguard@bellsouth.net 

 

KNOW A NEIGHBOR  
Are you one of those lucky folks in Sunset Hills who has the honor of living 

near a neighbor with an interesting hobby and/or a unique story to tell? 

Would this neighbor be willing to be featured in our newsletter? 

  

To add more of a personal touch to the SHNA newsletter, we are seeking 

some names of folks in our neighborhood who would enjoy sharing tales of 

their hobbies, stories about living in Sunset Hills, or even interesting infor-

mation about their homes. If you know of such a person and he or she is 

willing to be interviewed, please email Jo Strack at joann-

strack@triad.rr.com or call 333.9796. 

mailto:meguard@bellsouth.net
mailto:meguard@bellsouth.net
mailto:joannstrack@triad.rr.com
mailto:joannstrack@triad.rr.com
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Things Your Burglar Wonôt Tell Youé.. 
By Ellen Wells 

 

1. Yes, I really do look for newspapers piled up on the 

driveway.  And I might leave a pizza flyer in your front 

door to see how long it takes you to remove it. 

2. If it snows while youôre out of town, get a neighbor 
to create car and foot tracks into the house.  Virgin drifts 
in the driveway are a dead giveaway. 

3. A loud TV or radio can be a better deterrent than the 

best alarm system.  If youôre reluctant to leave your TV 
on while youôre out of town, you can buy a $35 device 

that works on a timer and simulates the flickering glow 

of a real television.  (Find it at 

faketv.com.) 

4. The two things I hate most: 

loud dogs and nosy neighbors. 

5. Avoid announcing your vaca-

tion on your Facebook page.  Itôs 

easier than you think to look up 
your address. 

6.    If you donôt answer when I 

knock, I try the door.  Occasion-
ally, I hit the jackpot and walk 

right in. 

 

These are a few of the statements found in the book 
Burglars on the Job by Richard T. Wright, criminology 

professor at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. 

 
The very first items in the list (and not included above) 

are what we would consider to be acts of kindness on 

the part of the homeowner or part of the normal way we 
do business:  allowing a yard worker to use the bath-

room (where he supposedly unlocks the window to per-

mit easy access later) or acknowledging that a house 

cleaner, painter, or delivery person cased your home and 
returned later to carry out a theft. 

 

 Ferd R. Stout II 

 Certified Public Accountant 

 ferdstoutcpa@yahoo.com 

 336-274-4531 

 207 Ridgeway Drive 

 Greensboro, NC 27403 

One of the quandaries we all face is the line between 
trust and suspicion.  But just remember that not eve-

ryone is a criminal and we would be in a difficult 

spot if we couldnôt have in-home help from time to 

time.  A perfect example of drawing the line in the 
wrong place can be found right here in Sunset Hills, 

when a gentleman who did odd jobs came under sus-

picion when he was spotted driving slowly in the 
neighborhood.  It turned out that he knew children 

played in the street and he was just looking out for 

their safety! 
 

So what to do?  Keep valuables 

out of sight, lock windows and 

doors at night and when you are 
away, set alarms systems when 

you leave the house, get to 

know your neighbors, get a dog 
if your lifestyle permits and 

you can handle pet ownership, 

and keep a cell phone handy.  
And remember that not every 

stranger in the neighborhood is 

a criminal. 
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The following important message came from the Greensboro 
Neighborhood  Congress. 

 

Our community has a lot to gain from counting every 

single person in the census and a lot to lose for every person 
we don't count. 

 

Every person countedðor not countedðin a community im-
pacts ten years of federal funds, political representation, pub-

lic infrastructure  and private investment. 

 

Federal Funds at Stake 
For 100 people not counted, a community risks losing an    

estimated $1.2 million over the next decade for federally 

funded programs including: 
 Medicaid and maternal and child health programs 

 Transit programs 

 Public housing assistance 
 Community Development Block Grants 

 Head Start 

 Title I Education funds and grants for special and  vocational 
education 

Political Representation at Stake 
States use census numbers to redraw all political boundaries 

and the numbers determine which states gain or lose repre-
sentation, including: 

435 Congressional Districts 

1,971 State Senate districts 
5,411 State House districts 

Districts for City Councils, School Committees, County 

Boards 

Public Infrastructure at Stake 
Governments use census numbers to locate vital public 

works such as: 

 Schools 
 Health Centers 

 Public Transportation and Highways 

 Affordable Housing 

Private Investment at Stake 
Businesses, large and small, use census numbers to: 

 Identify new markets 

 Select sites for operations 
 Make investment decisions 

 Determine the goods and services offered 

 

In April, you will receive a letter for the Census. If 
you complete the form and return it, you will not 

have a Census worker knock on your door. 

 

Census workers will be identified with badges and 
bags identifying them. 

 

For further information about the Census you may 
call Karen Markovics with the Greensboro Planning 

Department . Her phone number is 336-412-5759. 


