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Annual Neighborhood Events
January
February
March
April 
    Easter Egg Hunt 
   Great American Clean-up
May
  Annual Pig Picking
June
July
  July 4th Parade and Picnic
August
  National Night Out
September
  Big Sweep Event
October
  Neighborhood Meeting
  Halloween Party in the Park
November
 
December
  Lighted Christmas Balls
  Food Drive, Running of the Balls

The President’s Message
From Sco   Michaels

There are so many things I love about living in Sunset Hills.  For 
this edition of the newsle  er,  I want to focus on just one aspect: 
Sunset Hills is a pet lover’s dream neighborhood.

Sunset Hills is so walkable and one of the joys is seeing so many 
people walking their dogs. We just lost our dog, Charlie. That’s 
one of the reasons I’m thinking about all this. He was an old man 
of 15, but he still enjoyed short walks in the neighborhood. 

I was always impressed with how courteous everyone was, 
even before the pandemic,  to be sure to give dog walkers the 
appropriate space. The give-and-take between people out for 
a stroll, a run, or other dogwalkers has always been easy and 
considerate. We know how to share in this neighborhood. There 
are lots of people who we see and pass regularly whose names 
we don’t know. However, we frequently know their dog’s name!

I also don’t want to leave out cats. We have a 16-year-old cat, Mr. 
Sloane, who watches life go by from our living-room window. 
He is strictly an indoor cat with no desire to go outside. But he 
appreciates watching others.

I love how the neighborhood values pets and how we all pull 
together during pet emergencies. The ListServ is a wonderful 
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Sunset Hills Neighborhood Association
Board of Directors

President
Sco   Michaels  sco  michaels100@gmail.com

Vice-President
Burke Ramsey  bramsay@gmail.com

Secretary
Cindy Ramsay

Treasurer
Elaine Brune     sunsethillsgsonc@gmail.com 
Mail dues  to:   2504 Sylvan Rd.

Neighborhood Watch 
Mary Schwarz  720marybeth@gmail.com 
David Hammer  davidhammer1@gmail.com
Ferdinand Stout ridgeway1031@hotmail.com

Neighborhood Watch / Block Captain Coordinator
Elaine Brune (South of Market) sunsethillsgsonc@
gmail.com
Jerry Pifer (North of Market) jpifer@earthlink.com

Transportation Commi  ee Chair
Gerry Alfano      mtisdel@a  .net  (336)272-3512

Social Events 
Leah McCoy  leahmccoy407@gmail.com
Sarah Purcell  sarah.h.purcell@gmail.com

Event Coordinators
Easter Egg Hunt - 
Cindy Ramsey
Judy Villela
Fourth of July - Open
Halloween in the park - 
Michael Driver  michael@yourhometriad.com
Annual Pig Pickin - 
Gary Rogers   grgrlr@mindspring.com

Environmental Aff airs 
Erin Reiss

Garden Club Representative
Michelle Togut togut@gmail.com

Web site coordinator
Robin Timmins     timmins203@gmail.com
Listserv coordinator
Adam Graham-Squire    adam.grahamsquire@gmail.com

Sources of Neighborhood Information
The Sunset Hills Neighborhood Association has 
a website, Facebook page, and a listserv. Many 
pictures of neighborhood events  appear in color on 
the website and on the Facebook page.

Get to know your neighbors in text and print and learn 
the news: h  p://www.sunsethillsneighborhood.org. If 
you are not on the new Google groups listserv send an 
email to Adam Graham-Squire (adam.grahamsquire@
gmail.com)  and you will be added. The listserv is 
monitored. The neighborhood Facebook page is:  

h  ps://www.facebook.com/SunsetHillsGSO

When you have a question about tradespeople, 
spot a stray dog or cat or note something unusual,  
submit a message to the listserv and the message 
goes out to all the members. The listserv is 
monitored to keep the messages relevant to this 
area and on topics about the neighborhood.  You 
must have paid your 2021 dues to submit a non-
emergency message to the listserv.

DUES are due in January. However, it is never 
too late to pay for the current year. Please remit 
your $10 directly to the treasurer, Elaine Brune 
at 2504 Sylvan Rd. Checks for more than $10 
will be accepted as donations to the Sunset 
Hills Neighborhood Association.

Historian
Troy Hopkins  troy.hopkins@lfg.com

Newsle  er Team
Elaine Brune and bardsley-brune@triad.rr.com   
Roger Bardsley (336) 378-1990
Carl Phillips          cwpjr5524@gmail.com
Carole Po  er      cllindse@gmail.com
Chip Po  er  jcpo  ergm@gmail.com
Marlene Pra  o    mrpsunset@gmail.com
Robin Timmins timmins203@gmail.com
Jerry Pifer  jpifer@earthlink.com
Denise Baker  

Representative to the Neighborhood Congress
Mike Pendergraft,  Gerry Alfano
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Ad and Photo Submission
Adobe InDesign is used for layout of the newsle  er. 
All ads, photos and graphics that are submi  ed 
should be high resolution (300 dpi plus). Photos 
should be sent as jpeg images. High resolution pdf 
is also good. Remember, it is always easy to change 
to 72 dpi for the web, but not as good to change low 
resolution to high resolution. Please submit ads in the 
actual size you want.

If you have questions, please contact me at :
cllindse@gmail.com and I will be glad to help.

Rates for 2020 Newsle  er 
Advertising

$20- biz card size      
$40- 1/4 pg (3.75 x 4.75)
$80- 1/2 pg (7.5x4.75)
$160- full pg (7.5x9.75)

Add $10 if your dues are not up-to-date. Contact 
Marlene (see Newsle  er Team on page 2) to arrange for 
an ad. Then send your check to Elaine Brune, address on 
page 2. Thanks to our advertisers for helping to off set the 
cost of this newsle  er.

advertising rates are per ad appearance.

 

(Continued from Page 1)

tool for neighborhood communication. I prefer it to Nextdoor as it’s strictly focused on Sunset Hills, and the 
moderators help keep the tone civil and the posts relevant. It’s an invaluable tool when a pet is lost or found. 

I’m always impressed by how fast people post on the ListServ when they fi nd a pet running loose. I also appreciate how 
people frequently try to protect those loose pets by keeping them in their yards or houses until the owner is found.

We look after our furry friends here.

As I said, we lost our dog Charlie last week. I can’t believe it, but we are exploring the possibility of adopting 
a new dog in a couple of days. The dog’s owner passed away suddenly, and the dog needs a home fast, so 
we are going to meet him and see if he may be a good fi t to join our li  le family. Mr. Sloane, our cat, has veto 
power,  so I’m not sure if this will work yet…

This brings up two points I would like other pet lovers to remember. One is, please make provisions in your 
estate plans for your pets.  We have. People need to know how to take care of your pets, just like any other 
dependent family member, should something unexpected happen.

And I also encourage you to adopt, not purchase, your pets. There are so many local pet rescue groups with 
pets that need homes. We usually adopt middle-aged pets. Part of the reason is selfi sh as they come already 
trained and housebroken. Another reason is that it’s so much harder to place mature pets than cute li  le 
puppies and ki  ens. You may not have them for as long as a young pet, but the rewards are so great.
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Submitted by Mary Schwartz
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Options for Used Strings of Christmas lights 

These ideas were collected from the listserv mail messages and from John Kelly. John Kelly does indeed use the 
old strings of lights and you may also. 

From John:    
“I would love to get the ends (wire cut from male and female outlet back to the fi rst light).” So part of each string 
can be used and the rest can be recycled. 

Some things to consider before recycling your strings of lights:
• If two strings are out, plug in each string separately to make sure you don’t have a bad fuse. 
• Check the fuse; ; it’s cheaper to replace the fuse than the string. (The fuses with spare “bulbs” are in the 
original light box.)
• Buy replacement lights the day after Christmas at 50-75% off .
• Buy replacement lights the day after Halloween;, hardware stores have purple and orange lights that will 
be 50-75% off . 
• Mix colors when one string goes out, blue and white...red and white...multi and green. It doesn’t have to 
be exact and it adds a cool variety to the mix. 
• Save your string using a cheap plastic wire spool from Lowe’s. 
• Advanced technique - Save the ends from the strings and make your own light weight cheap extension 
cords using 18/2 thin black wire and splice in the cut ends. Much lighter than heavy drop cords and visually 
blend into trees be  er. 

Now having exhausted the options for extending the life of your strings, here are ideas on how to recycle them.
1) The  “GSO Collects” app has trash and recycle schedules and other good info. —It also has a place to 
search for an item to fi nd out which can it goes in or whether it should go elsewhere. According to the app, 
Christmas lights are considered electronic waste and should not go in the green can or the brown can. I 
always take them to Pa  erson St. (address below), but love hearing that there are alternatives. 
2) We had many strings of the100 count mini Christmas lights that were not working and had to be replaced 
before the LCB season.  I could not bear to put them in the city trash and learned that Reconsidered Goods 
(see address below) will take them and give to a recycler. The recycler then takes them and separates the 
metal from the rest. 
3) Christmas lights can be recycled at the household waste site on Pa  erson Ave (address below) or there 
is a commercial metal recycling center on S. Elm/Eugene near the GSO City Emergency Services Center.  
Maybe next season we can have bins to collect these lights so they do not go to the landfi ll? 

Reconsidered Goods 4118 Spring Garden St.
Ecofl o/ Greensboro Household hazardous waste 2750 Pa  erson St. check hours as they change.
h  ps://www.greensboro-nc.gov/departments/fi eld-operations/recycle/gso-collects

Plumbing Joe

       Steve Brock at  

        336.392.6903

       www.plumbingjoe.com
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Grimsley/Kiser Cross-Country Trail
By Roger Bardsley

Generations of cross-country runners at Grimsley 
High School and Kiser Middle School have trained 
and competed on a short but pretty trail in a natural 
area that lies between Wendover Avenue and 
the school campuses.  Everyone who has driven 
Wendover has passed this forested property, lined 
with a dilapidated chain link fence.  On the trail 
you can hear the traffic, but the forest environment 
and the stream can let you get away from the city 
for a few minutes.

My daughter and several of my exchange daughters 
ran cross-country on this trail.  Luise Hoffmann, 
2005-2006, was even MVP that season.  I had no 
idea that the trail had essentially been abandoned 
seven or eight years ago, at least by the cross-
country team.  I am not sure why this happened, 
but suspect that lack of maintenance eventually 
made it unsuitable for meets.

Enter Jessica Oberlies, a senior who lives in 
Westerwood.  Jessica heard about the trail and 
decided to restore it as an IB project.  She started 
by enlisting her Girl Scout leader, Palmer McIntyre, 
who invited me to help.  Jessica recruited many 
friends from Grimsley to widen the trail to its 
original dimensions and cover the tread with mulch.  
She also raised money to replace the two wood 
bridges on the trail that were badly deteriorated.  
She now intends to put gravel on some areas that 
have been consistently muddy in our current wet weather.

The trail is now six feet in width (suitable for meets) and generally in good condition.  It can be 
accessed from the Kiser end (go left from the main entrance to the end of the parking lot), or from 
the Grimsley end (go in past Brooks Global Elementary from Josephine Boyd Blvd. and walk behind 
the baseball field).

For history buff s, a portion of the trail follows an old roadbed and crosses an arched bridge over the stream 
that is made of granite blocks.

I have been very impressed with Jessica’s initiative to restore this gem and contribute to the Grimsley/Kiser 
story.
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Building a Passion for Plants and Birds
By Cindy Ramsay 

This past year has forced many to slow down and stay home. One of the silver linings I have experienced 
by being home is the ability to watch visitors at my bird feeders. I have always had an interest and a slight 
fear of birds, but this year I have dedicated time to identifying what birds visit my feeders and planting 
plants that can bring even more birds to my yard. I am curious how the species of birds change throughout 
the year and over time with the changing climate. Some tools I have found helpful in this journey is the NC 
Botanical Garden, The Audubon Society and The Cornell Lab. The NC Botanical Garden released a podcast 
called Plant Power that discusses how plants have a role in climate change; all 7 episodes are interesting 
and enlightening. The Audubon Society has a great deal of resources for any nature lover. One that stood 
out to me is their Survival by Degrees tool. This tool allows you to enter in your zip code and see which 
birds in your area are most vulnerable to climate change. It also explains how you can help those birds be 
as productive as possible to help their survival. I am planning to join a citizen science project to help with 
collecting data on the birds in our area. The Cornell Lab has many projects like The Great Backyard Bird 
Count that happens in February and Project FeederWatch that goes through the winter. I urge neighbors to 
join me in learning more about the birds in our neighborhood and contributing to science. This is a great 
project for people of all ages, so be sure to include children in your learning. As always, share with us what 
you discover.

Here are links to the websites mentioned: 

h  ps://ncbg.unc.edu/about/newsroom/plant-power-podcast/
h  ps://www.audubon.org/climate/survivalbydegrees
h  ps://www.birds.cornell.edu/citizenscience
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As your friendly neighborhood Social Event Chairs, we are excited to share that we have 
started a campaign to help welcome our new neighbors. In December, we delivered over 40 
welcome packets  which included a welcome le  er, a Sunset Hills koozie, and instructions on 
how to create our beloved holiday balls to all of our neighbors new to Sunset Hills in 2020. 
If we missed you and you’d like one, feel free to reach out to one of us to snag these popular 
resident koozies! If you are not new but want a koozie they are available for a small fee of $3. 

Looking forward to more social events in 2021. If you have an idea for a social event we 
welcome any suggestions! 

Leah McCoy & Sarah Purcell

When driving, please:  Put your phone down! Slow down! And use seat belts!  

Have you used the GSO Collects app?
By Cindy Ramsay 

This app is a great resource for the community. 
Personally, I have used this app to report missing stop signs, the broken stone wall at 
the entrance of Sunset Hills and large potholes. The response is speedy and helpful. 
Download the app so you can report issues to the city and stay on top of trash 
collection. 

Features include:
1. Collection day reminders that automatically adjust to holidays and inclement 
weather.
2. A Waste Wizard search engine you can use to fi nd out what goes where. 
3. Broken trash cart? Pothole? Streetlight out? Report that through the app and skip waiting on 
hold to speak to someone. 
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What Does 2021 Have in Store for the Housing Market?

Contributed by Leslie Stainback

The housing market was a bright spot in the year 2020, fueling the economic turnaround throughout 
the country. Right now, everyone wants to know if real estate will continue to show so much promise! 
Last year home values increased by 8.2% nationally. This dramatic rise came from a unique situation: 
inventory was at historic lows while demand was high, driven by record low mortgage rates. Will this 
trend continue?

Experts are predicting that while mortgage rates may rise modestly, they will continue to be 
historically favorable. There is also the feeling that as more millennials flood the market and begin 
buying homes as well as buyers who want to take advantage of the low rates to move, demand for 
inventory will remain high. 

Many homeowners are concerned that our country will have another housing crisis similar to 2006-
2008. There is relatively low concern for the bubble to burst because today many homeowners have a 
tremendous amount of equity in their homes, which differed greatly from the early 2000’s. Increased 
equity means more options for homeowners who may be experiencing financial issues. According to 
economist Odeta Kushi, “With enough equity, a homeowner has the option of selling their home, or 
tapping into their equity through a refinance, to help weather economic shock.”

According to the Triad Multiple Listing Service, the current number of homes for sale in Greensboro 
as of December 31, 2020 was 454. At the same time in 2019, that number stood at 726. In Sunset Hills 
only five homes were listed as of Dec 31, 2020, whereas the same time in 2019 there were ten. We are 
entering 2021 with approximately 272 fewer homes for sale in Greensboro than there were last year, 
and half the available homes for sale in our neighborhood. The Sunset Hills housing market is prime 
for sellers right now!
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Styrofoam Recycling has arrived in Greensboro!
By Erin Reis

Thanks to the hard work of four local nonprofi ts, Styrofoam recycling is now happening in Greensboro! 
Emerging Ecology, Environmental Stewardship Greensboro, Greensboro Beautiful and Tiny House 
Development worked together to bring a Styrofoam densifi cation machine to the Tiny House Development 
workshop and warehouse. If you have #6 polystyrene foam to be recycled, please DO NOT put it in your 
brown recycling bin that is picked up by the city. Instead, bring it to the two drop-off  bins located behind 
the Tiny House’s facility, located at 1310 West Gate City Blvd, available 24/7. Teri Hammer, a Sunset Hills 
Environmental Aff airs Commi  ee member, is also working on ge  ing some drop-off  bins at a closer location. 
We will let you know when these bins are available. 

The following #6 polystyrene foam materials are accepted:
•  clean food service containers – to-go cups and takeout boxes
•  egg cartons
•  coolers
•  packaging materials used for shipping fragile products (but NO  

packing peanuts)

The following are NOT accepted for recycling at this time:
• foam sheet packaging
• packing peanuts
•  labels and tape – please remove from Styrofoam prior to drop  off  

Volunteers and staff  will collect the material and feed it into the 
RecycleTech XT200E machine, which pulverizes, heats and extrudes 
the raw material. Volunteers then shape that material into ingots, 
which take up a small fraction of the space of the original material. 
These ingots will be sent to manufacturers that will grind and heat the 
material and mix it with additives. The fi nished material can be used 
for picture frames, molding and other building materials, and can be 
recycled again and again.

Styrofoam is used frequently in food service takeout, which has 
increased during the pandemic, and it plays an important role 
in shipping fragile products or those that require controlled 
temperatures. But until November 12, 2020, when Styrofoam 
recycling started in Greensboro, the typically single-use material 
was considered trash. Although the foam is very light, it takes 
up considerable space in collection trucks and landfi lls and 
deteriorates very slowly. The fi lling up of landfi lls has become 
a concern as overseas locations are resistant to taking material 
from the United States. The State of North Carolina only has 
room for about 40 more years’ worth of refuse in its currently 
licensed landfi lls, and few localities want new facilities in their 
backyards. And since polystyrene is made from petrochemicals, 
reducing the amount of hydrocarbon used to make it by recycling 
has conservation benefi ts as well.

More background information about Greensboro’s Styrofoam 
recycling project and ways to provide additional donations or 
volunteer can be found at www.EmergingEcology.org/NoFoam.
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Styrofoam volunteers in action

Shine the Light on Hunger ANYWAY

The Lighted Christmas Balls were visible in Sunset Hills again this holiday season and people drove through and contributed 
to the food trailer. Residents were not going to let COVID-19 keep the lights from shining. Visitors were equally determined 
to drive through the neighborhood looking at the lights and bringing donations of non-perishable food.

From an article wri  en by Anne and Jonathan Smith and shared in the Smith Partners Wealth Management newsle  er:
 
When the trailer fi lled up, volunteers showed up, boxed the food, and hauled it off  to food banks. The fi lling and boxing up and 
hauling off  kept on happening all through December and into the New Year. In all, 27,426 pounds of food were collected, 80% 
more than last year! Amazing.

Last year, the “Running of the Balls 5-k-ish” race through the neighborhood had 4,500 runners and walkers. This year, with 
outside gatherings of more than 25 persons banned by the Governor, the chance of holding the 9th Annual Running of the Balls 
was nothing short of doomed. That’s when the spark of brilliance hit the run’s founders, Nick and Kristen Lofl in: they said, “Let’s 
have an imaginary race to benefi t real people.” They dubbed this year’s race “The Greatest No-k(ish) in the History of the World.”

The idea took off  like wildfi re. Two thousand fi ve hundred participants ended up giving more than all the sponsors combined: 
sponsors gave $22,500, and runners gave $23,500. Many folks didn’t even pick up their race shirts, making the Lofl ins think 
the runners were only in it for the giving.

“2,500 is about 2,499 more than I thought would a  end, counting myself,” said Nick. 

Altogether, this year the food and the dollars turned into 570,218 nutritious meals for hungry folks. It all goes back to our 
neighbor Marlene’s suggestion, fourteen years ago, to have a food drive. Since then, $572,658.16 in contributions and race 
proceeds and 78.6 tons of food turned into 4,007,802 meals for those who need them most. Thanks for le  ing us be a part of it.

Update from Environmental Aff airs Commi  ee
The Environmental Aff airs Commi  ee has decided to partner with a local nonprofi t, Emerging Ecology, which 
is leading an initiative this spring called Enlivening Neighborhoods. The program provides a unique framework 
for groups that want to work together on ecological projects, based on an internationally recognized  method of 
community development. The program relies on four foundational pillars:

  Facilitated – the process elicits ideas rather than prescribing solutions
  Ecological – the deliberations recognize the full range of interactions 
among people and nature in a neighborhood
  Comprehensive – the proposed actions create impact beyond any 
single issue
  Cooperative – the project engages and includes everyone rather 
than creating competition among groups.

Sunset Hills residents who are interested in participating should contact Erin 
at erin.reis.1@gmail.com for more information. Our fi rst session, which will 
be a neighborhood 
walkabout followed 
by a Zoom meeting, 
is currently scheduled 
for February 20. We 
need 8-12 participants 
for the program to 
be most successful. 
This will kick off  a 
series of workshops 

engaging residents in 
planning and implementing projects in Sunset Hills. We hope 
you will decide to join us! 

Styrofoam Densified Foam



15          Sunset Hills                                            https://www.facebook.com/SunsetHillsGSO                                               February 2021

Creating & Nurturing Meaningful Relationships
By Sarah DeYoung

Greensboro New School

Now, more than ever, we understand the 
importance of relationships.  We have 
relationships with people, but also with the 
world around us, including the natural world, 
the political world, the material world, and 
the institutions and places that are a part of 
our everyday lives.  We fi t into relationships, 
and relationships fi t into our identity.  Our 
world fl ipped upside down last year when 
the COVID-19 pandemic came our way and so 
many of our relationships changed seemingly 
overnight.  We changed the way we shopped, 
sometimes we changed where we worked, we 
rearranged our homes. Schools closed and 
children began learning virtually; our social 
events were either cancelled or were very 
diff erent from just a few short months earlier.  

At Greensboro New School we value and 
treasure all relationships, especially the relationships between people and children’s relationships with the 
world around them.  Meaningful relationships are undeniably important in a child’s educational journey.  We 
have helped to build many relationships since we opened in 2012.  Our classes are small, which allows teachers 
and children to truly learn from each other and form strong relationships.  Children crave relationships, and 
their intrinsic motivation to learn more about other people and the physical world around them is encouraged.  

At Greensboro New School children are encouraged to experiment and explore 
diff erent materials.  Ge  ing their hands dirty and opening their minds is the 
best way for them to learn.  Disagreements may happen when another person 
doesn’t think like you, doesn’t have the same values as you, and that’s ok.  We 
teach children how to communicate with each other to make interpersonal 
relationships stronger.  The world may be a be  er place if more people were 
taught this important, and often diffi  cult, skill during their childhood years. 

Think about how you have helped a child 
in your life learn about how they fi t into the 
world and nurture their relationships.  Did 
you answer lots of questions?  Did you read 
them books about other cultures?   Did you go 
on a trip to a new city, state, or country?  Did 
you take them on walks in the woods and ask 

them to look, listen, smell, and explore nature?  At Greensboro New School 
we focus on emergent learning by allowing children’s interests to guide us: 
we learn about diff erent cultures, we learn Hindi from a native speaker, and 
we explore the neighborhood community by going on walks and speaking 
with our neighbors. 

The world is an amazing place, with so much to explore, and so many 
interesting people to meet!  We encourage you to learn about a new culture 
or a new topic, either alone, with a friend, or with a child in your life.  As 
we navigate this pandemic together, let’s focus on making our relationships 
stronger and building more meaningful relationships with people, nature, 
and ourselves.
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Gingerbread Houses 2020
By Be  y Arms

Here are photos of the 2020 gingerbread house constructing. It was a family project with each person making 
a house. The diff erent elevations were created with Styrofoam and the trees are made of upside down ice 

cream cones. Family members ranged in age from 28 to 68.
    
Due to Covid restrictions we decided to share our last two 
gingerbread creations in our front yard on a sunny Saturday 
afternoon before Christmas. Folks from the neighborhood 
dropped by with children and grandchildren to chat and enjoy 
the gingerbread houses. 

Easter 2021
Spring is on its way and Easter is a celebration 
many of us look forward to every year. This year 
Sunset Hills will invite the Easter bunny to our 
neighborhood for another bike ride. The bunny told 
us how much fun it was to see neighbors lined up 
on his bike route and would love to do it again. We 
also invite neighbors to place a colored egg in their 
window or on their doors for children of all ages to 
hunt for eggs in the neighborhood. Another craft 
that would be fun, is to paint some rocks and place 
them around the park. Keep an eye out on the list 
serv for more information on these fun activities as 
Easter approaches.

Do you think 
you have observed 

all there is in 
Sunset Hills? There will 
be changes this spring. 

What kind of changes you may 
ask? There are many options, 

but  options  are limited at this 
time. This particular change has 

been discussed at least one year and 
the research and contacting took time 
and effort on the part of some board 

members.

So keep your senses tuned as you 
go about the neighborhood and 

maybe you will be the first 
to send a message to 

the listserv specifying 
what you noticed.
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Tradesperson List

Type    Name     Phone   Recommended by:  Date Added

Air duct cleaning  Restoworx, Rodney Hemric  509-0311  Randy Yardley   6/29/2017
Alarm System  AAA Protection, Inc., Greg  299-1909 Judy and Paul    2/22/2014
         Walmsley    
Alarm System  ADT     877-473-9434  Michael Cooke   2/19/2014

Yard Maintenance  Reid King    404-7465  Sco   Michaels   6/25/2015
Yard Maintenance  Reid King    404-7465  Be  y Smith    10/9/2013
Yard Maintenance  Seth Lucas    380-2138  Tricia Webb    8/11/2011
Yard Maintenance  Tom and Lane Sibley   855-6540  Helen Phillips   3/18/2012
Yard Maintenance  Tom and Lane Sibley  tesibleygso@gmail.com  Peggy Byrd    3/18/2012
Yard Maintenance  Turf Solutions, Dan Molloy  451-5473  Elizabeth Wanek   3/29/2010
Yard Maintenance  Wayne Austin    339-2136  Tricia Webb    2/27/2008

A few years ago, Sunset Hills had a tradesperson list where neighbors could fi nd recommendations for 
all sorts of tradespersons: plumbing, roofi ng, landscaping, you name it, the list had it!  Due to a number 
of factors, the list was not being updated very frequently, and was eventually taken down from the 
neighborhood website.  We are happy to announce that we will now be reconstituting the tradespersons 
list, once again, for all to enjoy!  The list can be found at

h  ps://drive.google.com/fi le/d/1fKtvxh_rLRGxzVNrb9a-hBkTiIyoywZE/view?usp=sharing

This is a Google doc, so anyone can read it (to get suggestions) and/or add your own recommendations 
for contractors and tradespersons.  Julia Bleakney has graciously off ered to host the document and take 
care of it, and any questions, concerns or suggestions should be brought to her a  ention (juliableakney@
gmail.com).  She has already added the tradespersons from the previous list, although the hyperlinks did 
not transfer. --Pplease feel free to add hyperlinks to websites for your favorite tradespersons, if you feel 
comfortable doing such a thing! We plan to have a link to the tradespersons document on the neighborhood 
website as well.  If you are interested in using the document, here are some rules to make sure we can all 
enjoy this service:

1. Please only put good reviews so we can keep it positive. If the tradesperson you want to 
recommend is already listed, feel free to add your name as an additional recommender in 
column E.

2. If you see a listing that needs to be removed and you’re comfortable doing so in Google sheets, 
feel free to delete. If you’re unsure how to delete, write a note in column F (comments) and 
Julia will delete periodically.

3.  If you fi nd something inappropriate or if you accidentally delete something and don’t know 
how to resolve it, contact Julia at juliableakney@gmail.com.
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Peace United Church 

of Christ

Community Garden

“Families Feeding 
Families”

Would you l ike to tend a garden plot in  our 
community garden? Peace Church has a 14 
bed community garden and we are seeking 

famil ies who would like to grow some of their 
own food, give some away to other famil ies 

through a local food program, all  while 
teaching your children the value and joy of 
gardening and environmental  stewardship.

If interested please contact Rev. Tom Warren 
at Reverendtom65@gmail.com
Peace United Church of Christ

2714 West Market Street,  GSO, NC
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The Sunset Hills Entrance Wall 
By Roger Bardsley and Elaine Brune

Everyone has seen our entrance wall at Overlook and Friendly Avenue, and, of course, it is on the masthead 
of every Sunset Hills Newsle  er.  Not everyone knows the history of the Wall, and we would like to add to 
the story.

The Early Days

Sunset Hills was a planned development during the early days of suburban expansion after World War I.  
The combination of the streetcar and the automobile allowed families in Greensboro to move further from 
downtown than the original neighborhoods that were within walking distance of the commercial center.  Sadly, 
the close-in neighborhoods were largely demolished in the name of progress, leaving the next ring of housing, 
such as Sunset Hills, Lindley Park, Lake Daniel, Irving Park and Westerwood to provide convenient housing.

But, I digress.  When Sunset Hills was laid out in the 1920s the developer built an entrance wall to make a 
statement that I would translate as “You are home now”, signifying that past this sign you are in a community 
with people who can be your friends and neighbors.  Other developers did the same thing and continue to do 
so today.  Sure, it is a marketing ploy but now, 80 years later, it still works.

The Later Days

We have not been able to fi nd a picture of the original wall, but hope that someone can contribute one.  
Apparently, the original wall had fallen into disrepair and in 1998 the city hired Neal Coltrane to restore and 
improve it.  Elaine interviewed Neal for this story. He related that in 1998, he and his partner, Richard Fields 
(now deceased), were hired by the city to build a new and be  er wall.  First of all, they discovered that the 
developer had skimped on the design and did not put a footing under the wall (are we surprised?).  Eleven 
yards of concrete later they were ready to build.  Next, they had to go to Arkansas to get granite to match what 
had originally been used.  The result is what we all think of as our neighborhood logo.

Today

Last year, however, someone crashed into the wall, causing minor, but visible damage. Board members, 
especially Elaine, tracked Neal down through Sco   Harkey, a former 

HOA co-president.  Neal 
was delighted to repair the 
the wall and did so at a very 
reasonable price.  Elaine 
paid him using Sunset 
Hills dues funds.  So, if 
you wonder how your $10 
dues are being spent, this 
is a great example.

We hope that no one else 
runs into the wall, but 
considering it is on a major 
road, the chances are 
that there will be another 
accident.  If so, we hope 
that Neal is available to 
make the repairs.
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Below are the households that have paid their 2021 dues already.  Thank you.  Names in bold and with a * are 
those who made a contribution above the $10 dues.  We give them an extra applause for the generosity.  Dues 
are for January through December of each year.  $10 per household.   These funds go to the many activities in 
the neighborhood and for the tree reforestation program.  Please join these neighbors.  Information about how 
to pay is on page 3.

Thanks to all our neighbors who have paid their dues.          Elaine 336 601 5719  

Bob & Be  y Arms
Robert & Patricia Arne  *
Diane Aycock
Shelley Clayton & Caine Ayres
Erick & Kym Bain
Lee & Denise Baker
Elaine Brune & Roger Bardsley*
Bryan & Anne  a Bartle
Mariche & Holli Bayonas
Sarah Beale*
Reto & Emmy Biaggi
Sidonna Black
Lauren Turner & Dan Blah
Jo Blankenship*
Ryan & Sarah Ann Blankenship
Tom & Bri  any Blue
John & Mary Ellen Boelhower
Philip & Brenda Bowman*
Sky Bradshaw
Chris & Beth Bristol
Julie Brown
Jamey Presson & Phil Bullington
Kip Corrington & Marin  Burton
Chris & Mary Anne Busch*
Terry Carey
Diane Cashion
Paul & Stephanie Cervelloni
Dawn Chaney
Brigi  e Chauvigne*
George Cheek*
Reeves & Elton Click
Buck & Cathy Cochran*
Kristin Freas & Dan Colston
Catherine Crowder
Stephen Culkin
Joe & June  Curlo  *
Jason & Laura Dabel
Bradley & Margaret Davis
Polly Davis
Bright Dickson
Ted & Sherri Edgar
David & Robin  Elder 
John & Linda Englar*
Steven & Erin Farney
Jim & Helen Farson

Jim & Marnie Fenley*
Timothy & Melissa Fleming
Travis & Julie Finn
Jack & Anne  e Garvey
Michael Gaspeny & Lee Zacharias*
James & Susan Gentry
Tim & Jessica George
Leah Giovan
William & Ashley  Goble
Michelle Togut & Vladimir Goldenberg
Daniel & Stephanie Goodrich
Brooks Graham
Anne Bea  y & Adam Graham-Squire
Melissa Greer*
Elaine Talbert & Ken Gruber*
Tom & Kate Guthrie
David & Terri  Hammer*
Al Chilco   & Janis Hamme  
Ma  hew & Terri Harbin
Sco   & Jane Harkey
Bob & Sherry Harris
Susan Hensley
Dason & Heather Hill
Roddy & Kim Hilton*
Bob & Mary Kate  Holden
Rick Hollowell*
Carrie Council & Gavin Holt
Troy & Sarah Hopkins
Anne Harvey & Chris Horney
Be  y Everhart Howard
Ashley   Hyers
Natalya Shelkova & Andrew Irwin
Jennifer Rogers & Michael  Job
Tori Cavanaugh & Kimber Johnson
Larry & Susan Johnston
Mark & Muktha Jost
Brian & Annie  Kendrick*
Paul & Janet Kershaw*
Rhonda Morton & James Kernodle
Jim & Cathy Kimel
Samantha King
Chris & Amy Kirkman*
Daniel & Jennifer Koenig
Derrick & Anne Lankford
Katherine Lautermilch

Gary & Jane Law
Larry & Rene Lawrence
David Leik*
Buster & Lisa Lewis
Mike & Georgia  Lineback
Bart Manning
Marcia Mohney & John Martin
Tom & Kathy Martinek*
John & Patricia Martinez*
Carl & Kathleen Ma  acola*
John & Liz Mayer
Ken & Beth Mayer*
Bret and Ashley Mazzei
Peter & Rhonda McCarthy
Daniel & Leah McCoy
Jim & Karen McCullough
Amanda McGehee
Marcia McHenry
Douglas & Marion McQuaid
Steven Willis & Sco   Michaels*
Thomas & Susan Molony
Phil & Mary Mac Moore*
Sloane More  
Michael & Jenny Munro
Ron and Mona Neal
Teri Nelson*
Joe & Molly Norris
Sinead O’Doherty*
Larry & Susan Osborne
Barbara Parret
Peace U.C.C / Rev. Tom Warren*
Philip   Pearman*
Michael & Amanda Pelon
Michael & Mary Pendergraft
Carl & Helen Phillips
Jason & Karen   Phillips
Tom Pickard*
Chip & Carole Po  er
Marlene Pra  o*
Kevin & Eileen Prufer*
Insa Lawler & Jim Pryor
Skip & Sarah Purcell
Burke & Cindy Ramsay
Debbie Kipp & Larry Ray

February 2021 Treasurer Report - Membership List 
By Elaine Brune

2021 Members    (Bold and marked with * indicate donations above the membership dues.)
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Linda Hia   & Peter Reichard
Jesse & Ashleigh Reier
Dan & Erin Reis
Virgil & Caroline Renfroe
John & Susan Riley
Sharon Weber & Michael Roberto
Marlene Talley & Edward Robinson
Randal & Kimberly Romie
Karen Weyler & Sco   Romine
Robert & Tina Rothbart
Jeri & Katherine Rowe
Chris Santana*
William & Elizabeth Sartore
Patrick & Eileen Shannon*
Gardner  Sheffi  eld*
Thomas & Wendy Sibley
Michael & Jacquelyn Sigmon
Rob & Cynthia Slater
Susan Slocum
Joe & Barbara Small*
Elizabeth Smith
Carolyn Shankle & Moreland Smith*
Rick & Susan Smith
Joseph & Michelle Solèr
Mike & Leslie Stainback*
Jim & Janet Stenersen*
Ferdinand Stout*
Ben & Marissa Tario
Kirk & Kara Tate*
Craig & Anna Taylor
Terrell Family
Paul & Robin Timmins
Gerry Alfano & Merrill Tisdel*
Paul & Judy Walmsley*
Stephen Ware*
David & Tricia Webb
Richard & Lois Wells*
Phyllis White
Mark & Valerie Wilkerson
Bill & Nina Williams*
Sco   & Kishie Wya  
Beth Woody & Randy Yardley
Azalea Yow
Erol & Lisa Yurtkuran

Brad Reaves 336-402-1098  -  BradfordReaves@gmail.com

A Neighborly Act of Kindness: 
Special COVID 19 Project 

by a Sunset Hills Small Business Owner

Editor’s note: the deadline for pitching in to buy the grandparent gift will 
have passed before the newsle  er is delivered. The idea is presented here as 
another example of how people are coping with our situation and trying to 
help others.

I have news about my local business.  As Sales Director of my Mary 
Kay Unit, I am heading up another Special project.  

As you know our seniors are so very isolated and more lonely than ever with 
zero visitation allowed.  My heart goes out to them so this idea came to me. 

This one is “Adopt a Grandparent” for Valentine’s. We will be donating 
Mint Bliss Energizing Foot and Leg lotion to the residents of Carolina 
Pines (nursing home) here in Greensboro.  There are 85 Residents in 
this neighborhood facility.  A donation of $11 will insure that a resident 
will receive full size lotion, footies, candy and a personal message.  

$11= 1 grandparent gift
$33= 3 grandparent gifts
$50= 5 grandparent gifts

We will deliver our gifts February 12th in time for the big day. 
I am currently taking orders and will continue until February 5th.  

Thank you!   June Ellis Curlo  
  Independent Beauty Consultant, 
  Mary Kay, Inc.


