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I may be cursing us by 
saying this, but it’s 
almost Spring in Sun-
set Hills! It won’t be 
too long until daffodils, 

azaleas, tulips and other blooming 
plants start adding color back to 
the neighborhood. While I love the 
cozy winter months, Spring is al-
ways an exciting season of rebirth.

But before we move on to Spring, 
I want to take a moment to thank 
all of our neighbors who worked 
so hard to make Sunset Hills so 
beautiful for the Holidays. The 
Lighted Christmas Balls continue 
to attract people to our neigh-
borhood and to be our signature 
event.  

In 2023, 
we collect-
ed 15,892 
pounds of 
food, raised 
$138,563 
and provid-
ed 977,887 
meals. Many thanks to Nick Loflin 
for another great Running of the 
Balls, to John Kelly and his team 
for decorating the park and to 
Anne and Jonathan Smith, as 
always, for starting this tradition 
and for hosting the workshop for 
new and old neighbors to meet 
and make new balls. Also, thanks 
to Erin Reis and the SHNA Envi-
ronmental affairs committee for 
providing LED lights and helping 
us reduce our carbon footprint.
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    Coordinator of the Lighted Christmas Balls Activities
    John Kelly | kelly336@gmail.com

Photo 
Requirements
All ads, photos, and graphics that 
are submitted should be high res-
olution (ideally 300dpi). JPEG and 
PDF formats are accepted. Please 
submit ads in the size you’d like 
them to appear. 
If you have questions about file 
formats or image resolution, 
please contact: 
Bob Holden 
rwh22652@gmail.com

Advertising 
Rates 

2023 Advertising Rates are as 
follows:
    $20 - Business card size 
    $40 - 1/4 Page (3.75” x 4.75”) 
    $80 - 1/2 Page (7.5” x 4.75”) 
  $160 - Full Page (7.5” x 9.75”)
To submit an ad, please contact     
Carole Potter at cllindse@gmail.
com
Thanks to our advertisers for help-
ing make this newsletter possible!

Newsletter Team
Roger Bardsley 
    bards09@gmail.com 
Carl Phillips
    cwpjr5524@gmail.com 
Carole Potter
    cllindse@gmail.com 
Elaine Brune
    sunsethillsgsonc@gmail.com 
Chip Potter
    jcpottergm@gmail.com 
Marlene Pratto
    mrpsunset@gmail.com 
Robin Timmins
    timmins203@gmail.com 
Denise Baker
    dnbaker3@gmail.com 
Bob Holden
    rwh22652@gmail.com

The Sunset Hills Newsletter Is 
A Great Place To Advertise!
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A Note From Your Treasurer
by Elaine Brune

    You can follow along with regu-
lar happenings, updates, and news 
by following us on our Facebook 
page and on our website. 

   You can also join our community 
email listserv by emailing Adam 
Graham-Squire at  
adam.grahamsquire@gmail.com

    Please note that only current 
members who have paid their 
annual dues may send non-emer-
gency messages to the community 
listserv.
www.sunsethillsneighborhood.org 
www.facebook.com/Sunset-
HillsGSO

_____ sh _____

A Message From The President
(continued from page 1)

And a lot more will be happening 
soon in Sunset Hills. 

Thanks to John Kelly and his team, 
again, we are in for another ex-
citing season of music when Rock 
the Block returns to the park. The 
annual Easter Egg Hunt is not too far 
away. 

Preparations will also be moving 
into high gear planning for our 
Centennial Celebration next year. 
Thanks to Cindy Ramsey and her 
team, we are working with local 
sculptor Lawrence Feir and the 
Greensboro Parks and Recreation 
Department to create and install 
a statue in the park to commemo-
rate 100 years since the founding 
of Sunset Hills. I’ll leave the details 
to Cindy but be on the lookout for 
more information and how you can 
help make this happen.

This is such a special neighborhood 
because we have so many special 
people who are willing to give of 

their time and other resources to 
make all these events a success. 
I’m pleased to announce Bever-
ly Gass will be taking over as our 
New Neighbor Coordinator to help 
welcome new folks to the neigh-
borhood. Let Beverly, myself or any 
Board Member know if you want to 
help out with this revived commit-
tee. We always want new people 
involved and have several  other 
committees that are active and hop-
ing for more members.

The SHNA Board, 
the Environ-
mental Affairs 
committee and 
the Sunset Hills 
Garden Club are 
continuing to 
work together 
to help to both 
beautify our 
parks and bring 
in more native 
plants while re-
ducing invasive 
species.

I love our neighborhood and our 
neighbors who contribute so much 
to making this such a wonderful and 
special place to live. I wouldn’t want 
to live anywhere else! I know most 
of you feel the same way. I look for-
ward to another year of us working 
together to celebrate Sunset Hills 
and to help, not just our neighbor-
hood, but all of Greensboro to be-
come an even better place to live!

_____ sh _____

 

Pet Visits Plus Overnight      
Pet Sitting in Your Home 

Big love for small dogs & cool cats  
on their schedule, on their home turf 
Rescues, seniors, special needs, and meds 
are no problem, no worries, no extra charge 

small batch pets    
Terry Rader, Serving Professional TLC since 2011  
Greensboro/10-minute Radius from Lindley Park 
336.508.2377    Free Pet Greet w/Quote Approval 
 

N ow taking Sunset Hills 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion Dues for the calendar 
year 2024.  Dues are $10 
per house. 

Make checks 
payable to Sunset 
Hills Neighbor-
hood Association 
(SHNA) and drop 
off in the red 
postal box on my porch or drop in 
the door slot of my home at 2504 
Sylvan Road.  Payments via PayPal 
are available through the website:  
https://www.sunsethillsneighbor-
hood.org/duesanddonations.

Please make sure to include the 
names as you want it to appear in 
the newsletter and the address.

Just $10 gets you events and activ-
ities in the neigh-
borhood (such 
as the Halloween 
party, Pig Pickin, 
Rock the Block 
and Tree Refor-
estation project) 
Plus you can list 

items or notices on our ListServ.

Questions?  Email me at sunset-
hillsgsonc@gmail.com

_____ sh _____
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The Sunset Hills History Project Update
By David Hammer

he Sunset Hills history 
project is making some 
good progress.  We have 
our first few documents 

that have been scanned by the 
UNCG staff as the initial items to 
include when the website is ready.  
We can continue to submit doc-
uments at any time, 
so let me know if you 
have any you would 
like added - photos, 
newspaper articles, 
home histories, etc.

We have received lots 
of interest in the video 

portion of the project, with over 
thirty residents who have been in 
their homes for 30+ years.  Seven T

of these have over 60 years and 
two have over 70!  Amazing.  We 
will be collecting video interviews 

with many of these 
over the next few 
weeks.  The UNCG staff 
will be creating the 
website once we have 
enough material ready 
for them.  I will let you 
know when it is ready 

to go live. 

Thanks for all of the participation 
so far.

David Hammer 336.312.2647

_____ sh _____
Above: Two examples of the type of photos and infor-
mation the UNCG staff is looking for as they develop 

the Sunset Hills History 

making a difference in the world
one smile at a time

making a difference in the world
one smile at a time

GUY RIBANDO, D.D.S. BRITTANY BLUE, D.D.S.

MARK WILKINSON, D.D.S. ANDREW BURTON, D.D.S.

Friendly Dentistry has a dental

philosophy that is simple: allowing

each patient to be well-informed,

educated, and able to make his or

her own dental choices. We are

friendly, compassionate and painless.

Our team of experienced

Greensboro dentists is determined

to make a difference in the world,

one smile at a time.

336.272.4595
www.greensboro-dentist.com

FD horizontal AD Swarm 1-15-21:horizontal FD swarm ad  1/15/21  9:50 AM  Page 2
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Leslie Stainback Broker/Realtor®
336.508.5634 mobile

Leslie.Stainback@trmhomes.com
lesliestainbackrealtor

Now is the time to take
advantage of our market!

 
Property values in Greensboro

remain at an all-time high!
 

Whether you're considering a
sale or happy right where you

are, the strength of our market is
great news for all property 

owners in the Triad!
 



6 facebook.com/SunsetHillsGSO

March, 2024 Great Neighbors Make Great Neighborhoods Sunset Hills NewsletterCountry Houses 
And Model Homes

am happy to once again 
announce that the Rock the 
Block summer outdoor mu-
sic events will continue this 
year and our summer band 
bookings are complete. 

The guiding principles for these 
events continue to be: 
•	 Focus on the months that the 

kids are out or about to finish 
school (May, June, July & August) 

•	 Keep the date on a Thursday 
(so we don’t step on neighbor’s 
weekend plans) 

•	 Start and end early 6-9pm (to 
respect the neighbors) 

•	 Choose quality musicians and 
food trucks 

•	 Unique not repeat
 
My focus coming out of 2023 was to 
simplify and streamline the event set-
up and breakdown. It was at a make 
or break point of either shutting it 
down or solving the time consuming 
stage setup and breakdown. For our 
Light the Park event in November, the 
Sunset Hills Neighborhood Associ-
ation stepped forward and helped 
with stage, insurance, street closure 
and sound engineering. That influx of 
support allowed me to leverage the 
city owned stage rental (thanks Molly 
Lyles for the idea!) and peeled off 
hours of setup and breakdown time. 
The city was awesome to work with, 
providing the stage, leveling it out 
and picking up when the event was 
over.....game changer. 

Since the stage rental worked out 
so well, the next step was to see if I 
could add additional sponsorships to 
cover the added expense of the city 
stage rental and $1m of mandatory 
insurance the city requires. Much to 
my surprise, after an email ask on the 
listsrv email chain, our great neigh-
bors stepped up and I had all the 

sponsorships I needed to get over the 
hump of the stage & insurance costs!  

I want to thank the following small 
businesses with ties to Sunset Hills 
that came forward to help in 2024; 
please support them: 

•	 Lesle Stainback - TRM Homes 
•	 Stephanie Jones - Guilford Garden 

Center 
•	 John Martin - Fourth Elm         

Construction 
•	 Brittany Blue - Friendly Dentistry 
•	 Ashley Meredith - Ashley         

Meredith Homes 
•	 Wally and Martha Overman -  

Wally Overman Plumbing 
•	 Scott Michaels - Allen Tate Realty 
•	 Steve Gingher - The Sage Mule 
•	 Todd Nunn 
•	 Chris Wagner - Morgan Stanley 
•	 Melissa Greer - Berkshire           

Hathaway 
•	 Garland Turner - Ashley Home-

Store & Outlet 
•	 Pam Frye - Frye Build and Design 
•	 Michael Driver - ReMax 

With the big problems solved going 
into 2024, we have an amazing lineup 
of artists coming into the neighbor-
hood! 

In May, thanks to Melissa Greer, 
we have Pressing Strings coming in 

from Maryland with their blend 
of Indie, folk and soul. The band 
started with an acoustic folk based 
direction; in recent years they 
have gravitated more towards a 
soulful bluesy rock direction which 
is where they seem to hit their 
mark live. Like many bands they 
have developed a knack for taking 
well-known cover material and 
spinning it into their own style. A 
great example is the song Going 
to California (Spotify) which will 
give you an idea of their smooth 
style. Jordan Sokel’s voice is really 

unique and this is a great band to kick 
off the 2024 season; try not to miss 
this one! 

 In June, thanks to Scott Michaels, 
we have a wrinkle to a very popular 
act we had last year. Camel City Yacht 
Club (CCYC) came to the neighbor-
hood last August and killed it. Their 
popular covers of easy listening 

smooth rock were a crowd favorite. 
I’m happy to say that Clay Howard, 
the front man from CCYC and Jerry 
Chapman, the lead guitarist from 
CCYC will bring both their bands to 

Rock the Block 2024 
Summer Schedule 
By John Kelly

I
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the neighborhood in June. They will mix 
in some original with well-known cov-
ers. Should be a great evening of some 
sing along with some new tunes that 
Clay and Jerry have been working out. 
 
In July, thanks to Britney Blue, The Jared 
Stout Band will come into Sunset Hills 
from Southwestern Virginia. Jared Stout 
brings a group of talented musicians 
that is a fusion of country, rock, soul 
with integrity. They were a runner up 

at Floydfest 22’s “On the Rise” band 
competition and every time I see them, 
I am blown away by how they get the 
audience up and moving....just a ton of 
fun to experience live. I would check 
out some of their songs on Spotify – 

Home, Luck, Cost (Jared likes simple 
song titles) to get a feel for the band. 
Really a treat that his band agreed to 
come down to Greensboro! 
 
 In August, thanks to John Martin, 
I am very pleased to finally get our 
own Sam Fribush into the mix. Sam 
grew up on Madison Avenue in an 
extremely talented musical family. 
I’ve tried to get The Sam Fribush Band 
for our Rock the Block events since 

the inception, but Sam 
has been busy as part of 
Hiss Golden Messenger; 
he also joined Caamp at 
Red Rocks, playing and 
recording with Charlie 

Hunter as well as growing his own 
band and brand. August promises to 
be a special show and it’s so cool to 
have someone who grew up in the 
hood (he played in the early July 4th 
neighborhood parties) back to play 
for us again! 
 
The plan is to also do a Light the Park 
event on November 23. More details 
will come later in the year. 

The feedback I have gotten has been 
wonderful and I hope folks can attend 
the 2024 season....bring a friend, a 
chair, a few beverages, a couple bucks 
to tip the band, a couple more bucks 
to support the food trucks and a good 

attitude! I can’t tell you 
how many people that 
come into our neighbor-
hood from other areas 
and say – 

Wow, I wish our neigh-
borhood did something 
like this! 

_____ sh _____
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Sunset Hills Centennial Is Here!!
by Cindy Ramsey

2024 has 
arrived! 
Sunset 
Hills is 100 
years old! 
As the 
year con-

tinues, expect to hear more about 
the history of the neighborhood, 
the efforts to reforest by planting 
100 trees and regular events with 
added elements to celebrate 100 
years! 

Fundraising efforts to install a 
sculpture in the park will begin 
in the spring. The goal is to raise 
$10,000-$15,000. Sunset Hills 
has commissioned Lawrence Feir 

https://lawrencefeir.com to create 
and install a sculpture that has 
elements important to the neigh-
borhood. Lawrence created a scale 
model, we expect the sculpture to 
be similar to the model; although 
as the project starts, there may be 
adjustments to the design. Please 
consider making a donation to this 
project. Donors will be published 
on the website and the newsletter. 

_____ sh _____

Far left: Scale 
model of Sunset 
Hills Centennial  
Statue

Near left: Enlarged 
view of Sunset 
Hills Centennial  
plaque on statue
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  “WIN-WIN DID A KITCHEN RENOVATION FOR US. 
        WE COULDN’T HAVE ASKED  
                                FOR A BETTER EXPERIENCE.” 

~Samantha B., Sunset Hills

At Win-Win Remodeling in Greensboro, NC, we pride ourselves on the  
quality of our work, the way we manage our projects, and the respect we 
show our clients throughout the remodeling process. But don’t just take our 
word for it. Go to our web site to read our client reviews. Then check out our 
project galleries to see our work. If you’re looking to update your kitchen, 
bathroom or other area of your home, look no further than Win-Win.

336.508.1724
w-wremodeling.com< Eric Crouse & Carolina Maturino
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fell in love with Sunset 
Hills in 1995 while at-
tending UNCG my fresh-
man year. I’m originally 
from Burlington and the 

offerings of Greensboro seemed 
so big in comparison, especially 
to an 18 year old who was ready 
to explore the world 
(or at least the area 
21 miles southwest of 
my home town). There 
was so much to do in 
Greensboro: ample 
shopping- Four Sea-
sons Mall AND Friend-
ly Center (I only had 
BMOC, Holly Hill Mall 
really didn’t count); a 
sizeable downtown with unique 
destinations such as Glitters and 
the Bellemeade parking deck (oh, 
that cool spiral path leading to the 
sky!); Tate Street and 
it’s super fun fall festi-
vals; and, last but not 
least, a very charming 
neighborhood with an 
abundance of beau-
tiful brick bungalows 
(my fav) named Sunset 
Hills. 

I quickly grew familiar 
with many abodes 
in this community 
as families scooped me up for 
babysitting (how ironic that I’m 

always on the search to find sitters 
for our daughter now). My first 
gig was with the Merlinis who, 
after raising three children in this 
amazing area, still reside on Rolling 
Road (just the parents, not the 
kids). Quick fact, Renee (Merlini) 
and I grew up beside one another 
on the quiet stretch of HWY 62 

near the Alamance Battleground 
State Historic Site. My parents and 
her mom are neighbors to this day. 

All three Merlini children were 
also in our 1999 wedding! Renee 
knew my innate love of caring for 
littles and suggested I become 
a camp counselor for Greenway 
East Park (a locale our child loves 
as well) through the Greensboro 
Parks and Recreation Department. 
She was really just interested in 
free childcare. Yes, FREE. 

That was the summer of 
1997 when, every morning 
of my work week, I took a 
trip to the Parks and Rec 
facility and checked out kid 
approved equipment for the 
hours ahead (the 9 hours 

ahead). Children came out of the 
woodwork, parents dropped off in 
van fulls and I sweated it out in the 
sticky summer heat while loving 
every minute. I continue to hold 
my end-of-that-summer-gift dear-
ly: A mancala board (we only had 
checkers in Burlington), thought-
fully given to me by Renee and a 
few other mothers to reminisce 
those heated (literally!) mancala 
matches. 

Those Beautiful 
Brick Bungalows
by Emily Sulecki / Wright Avenue

I

(continued on page 18)

Top, Right & Bottom: 
Three views of the wide 
range of sizes, shapes 
and styles offered by the 
beautiful bungalows on 
Wright Avenue.
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very year 
Preservation 
Greensboro 
hosts its annual 
fundraiser, The 
Tour of Histor-

ic Homes & Gardens. 
We choose a different 
neighborhood each year 
to spread the love of 
preservation through 
the city. For 2024 we 
are so excited to bring it 
back to Sunset Hills! Not 
only do we get to visit 
new homes, but we get 
to celebrate your 100th 
anniversary! 

In order to pull this event off 
we need your help! We need 
docents to staff the houses and 
we need houses! When you 
volunteer to be a docent you 
will fill a 3.5 hour time slot with 
the rest of the weekend to use 
your free ticket to see the tour! 
With putting your house on it you 
get an in depth history of your 
home, a feature in our coveted 
tour program and invited to our 
closed Tour Gala being hosted in 
a private home in Sunset Hills.

The tour is planned as a clas-
sic in-person tour, held on the 
weekend of May 18-19, 2024. 
Tour tickets may be used any day 
of the weekend - one admission 
per house. The tour will be open 

Sunset Hills Tour of Historic 
Homes Coming In May 
by Kathryn McDowell

E

11am-4pm 
Saturday May 
18 and 1pm till 
5pm on Sunday 
May 19. Bring 
a friend, wear 
comfortable 
shoes, and leave 
your car in one 
spot to walk 
and enjoy this 
spacious neigh-
borhood.
If you are inter-
ested in helping 
please email 
Kathryn at kmc-
dowell@pres-
ervationgreens-
boro.org

_____ sh _____
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The Ripple Effect 
Of Ol’ Fred
by Jeri Rowe

t a table inside Tate 
Street Coffeehouse, a 
block or so from his for-
mer office, I talked 
to Fred Chappell 

about writing.

Of course, I was nervous. I 
mean, he was Fred Chappell. 
He was this giant of Southern 
literature and the retired pro-
fessor from UNC-Greensboro 
who put the school’s MFA 
program on the country’s 
literary map.

All I had to do was think of 
one number: 40.

Fred had taught at UNCG 
for more than 40 years. He 
had helped generations of 
students become award-win-
ning writers, poets, and 
teachers of wide acclaim, 
and many knew him by his 
nickname: “Ol’ Fred.

His students talked about his 
infectious laugh, his unassuming 
demeanor, and his habit of calling 
them “darling.” As one former stu-
dent said, that affectionate saluta-
tion was “the ideal way of moving 
through the world.”

What always got me is what Fred 
did at The Pickwick.

It was a bowling alley of a bar at 
what we locals in Greensboro call 
The Corner. It’s the intersection 
of Walker and Elam, the blacktop 

boundary between Lindley Park 
and Sunset Hills. The Corner is 
quite the communal epicenter 
with three restaurants, two bars, a 
laundromat, a coffee shop, a thrift 
shop, a catering kitchen, and a 
seven-aisle grocery store known as 
Bestway.

I believe I got everything. I hope.

Anyway, at The Corner now is 
Walker’s Which Way. That used to 
be The Pickwick, and every time I 

pass it — which 
is several times 
a week –– I think 
of the stories I 
heard about Fred 
and The Pick-
wick.

He took Eudo-
ra Welty there 
when she came 
to UNCG to 
speak. But most-
ly, he met his 
students there to 
talk about their 
writing and their 
life.

I thought about 
all that before I 
headed to Tate 
Street Coffee-

house with my notepad in 
my hand. When I walked 

in, there he was. Right past the 
counter, at a table, underneath the 
constellation of local art all along 
the walls. Time to do my journal-
ism thing. Time to talk with some-
one who made me quake.

 “Rowe, just ask questions,” I 

A

Jeri Rowe is the senior writer at High Point University. He and his wife, Katherine, and 
their two children, Elizabeth and Will, have lived in Sunset Hills since September 2007. 
This essay first appeared two days after Fred Chappell’s death in Jeri’s blog, “JRowe’s 
Walk: A journalist’s journey through life”.

Above: Fred Chappell, with his smile and wit, lighting up the conversation!
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(continued on page 20)

remember telling myself. “You got 
this.”

I shouldn’t have worried. Fred 
didn’t condescend at all. He 
listened, I listened, and we had a 
great conversation about his craft, 
his poetry, and his mountains.

It was a weekday morning in Sep-
tember 2003. At the time, I was 
the editor of Go Triad, the A&E 
magazine at the News & Record, 
Greensboro’s daily. I reached out 
to Fred because I wanted to know 
the how and the why of his poem, 
“The Attending.”

He was North Carolina’s poet lau-
reate, and in August 2001, the N.C. 
Arts Council asked him to write a 
poem for that year’s National Arts 
and Humanities Month.

He figured, as he told me, he’d 
write “nice things about the hu-
man race and go home.”

Well, we all know what happened 
a month later.

Because of the terrorist attacks 
that changed our country forever, 
Fred knew his poem would have to 
change.

He explained how he began 
thinking about the resilience of 
past leaders and literary figures, 
and how he hoped their heroism 
would help assuage North Caro-
lina, a state frozen in fear and fu-
eled by anger like everybody else.

With that in mind, Fred composed 
“The Attending.”

“Like when someone holds a gun 
to your head, you need something 
to keep cool and hold your nerve 
so you can think about what to 
do next,” he told me. “And I was 
hoping to give people comfort and 

give them confidence that this 
is not the end of the world. It’s 
happened, and we have to pray it 
doesn’t happen again.”

What I still remember today was 
what Fred said about writing. His 
own writing.

“I’m not a good writer,” he told 
me. “I’m a good rewriter.”

I have used that quote for what 
feels like forever every time I’ve 
talked to college journalists about 
writing.

Rosemary Roberts, the award-win-
ning N&R editorial writer, lassoed 
me first. She taught at UNCG. 
Then, Stan Swofford. He was the 
N&R reporter, the Pulitzer Prize 
finalist and my first editor. He 
taught at UNCG, too. Then, John 
Robinson, the longtime editor at 
the N&R. He taught at UNC-Chapel 
Hill. 

Since 2009 or so, I’ve talked to 
students at UNC-Greensboro, 
UNC-Chapel Hill, Elon University 
and High Point University, where I 
work now.

With every deep dive into the craft 
of writing, I tell them about Fred 
Chappell.

**
Fred died Jan. 4.  He was 87.

He was a neighbor to all of us in 
Sunset Hills. He lived two blocks 
from me. I could take a left on 
Sylvan from South Tremont, take a 
hard right onto Kensington, cross 
Wright, and I’d be at his front door. 

But what always captivated me 
was not his geography to me, but 
his impact. I talked about him 
every time I talked to a class of 
college students about journalism 

and writing. 

Then, when he stood in my kitchen 
more than a decade ago during a 
Sunset Hills tour of homes, he and 
I caught up like neighbors do. How 
are you? I’m good. How is retire-
ment? You know, I do love that 
poem you wrote for 9/11.

You know, that sort of thing.

Fred was humble, funny, a man of 
few words. When writers asked 
about his talent, he told them he 
felt he was way more lucky than 
talented.

In North Carolina, we were proud 
to call him one of our own. In 
Greensboro, we were grateful for 
what he did for our city. I’ve often 
said there is a writer or a poet be-
hind every tree in Greensboro.

Fred is a big reason for that.

He began teaching at UNCG in 
1964, the last year when it was 
known as the Women’s College. 
His beginning salary: $5,000 a year.

He came from Duke, where he 
earned his undergraduate and 
master’s degrees. He moved to 
Greensboro with Susan, his high 
school sweetheart, and he helped 
build UNCG’s MFA program into 
what it is today.

He became the magnet that drew 
generations of students to UNCG’s 
MFA program. He never over-
whelmed them with what he knew 
–– and he knew a lot, mind you. 
He would simply, as he liked to say, 
“shut up and listen.”

The quotes from his former stu-
dents, found in UNCG’s Magazine 
in the fall of 2022, attest to that. 
Go online. You can find it. If you 
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Your Sunset Hills 
REALTOR®

and Neighbor

(336) 202-4964
AshleyMeredithHomes.com
Ashley.Meredith@BHHSYostandLittle.com
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Hathaway HomeServices 
associates nationally

© 2023 BHH Aff iliates, LLC. An independently owned and 
operated franchisee of BHH Aff iliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance 

Company, a Berkshire Hathaway aff iliate.



17www.SunsetHillsNeighborhood.org

March, 2024Great Neighbors Make Great NeighborhoodsSunset Hills Newsletter 

More Than Just Chicken 
Wire And Lights
by Anne & Jonathan Smith

A s the end of January 
quickly approaches, we 
wanted to give a report 
on the annual neighbor-
hood Lighted Christmas 

Balls and Shine the Light on Hun-
ger efforts. 

From 1996 – 2007, the LCBs were 
just chicken wire and lights. But 
when neighbor Marlene Pratto 
suggested pairing the lights with a 
neighborhood food drive, the LCBs 
went viral. In 2012, a friend who is 
a GSO Fireman, invited us to lunch 

to hear his dream of 
having a nighttime 
run under the LCBs. 
We were initially 
hesitant and said, 
if you can make it 
work, we will give 
it our blessing. And 
Nick and his wife 
Kristen did just that. 

The run has been 
enormously suc-
cessful, thanks to 
Nick, his Running with Horses 
(RWH) team, the City of Greens-

boro, the 
Police Depart-
ment, EMS, 
and countless 
volunteers. The 
run had 3,800 
registered 
participants 
and probably 
2,000 more 
who weren’t 
registered 
and jumped in 
without know-

ing it was a charity event. The 
double-lane drive-thru race packet 
(continued on page 19)



18 facebook.com/SunsetHillsGSO

March, 2024 Great Neighbors Make Great Neighborhoods Sunset Hills Newsletter

Anniwho, back to several fond 
families of Sunset Hill: There were 
the Hammers (I was an occasional 
fill-in sitter), the beloved Stauffers, 
the Tierneys, plus a few more here 
and there. Tammy Tierney and I 
bonded over her love of all things 
creative, so much so she inspired 
me to pursue interior design (an 
interior designer herself). And 23+ 
years later, I’m still in the industry! 
Tammy was also a bridesmaid in 
our 1999 wedding. Speaking of 
which, shortly after tying the knot, 
my husband and I decided to 
invest in a home of our own. For 
a young, newly married couple 
just starting our careers, Sunset 
Hills was highly desired but not 
quite yet attainable. We bought 
in College Hill instead. Then Old 
Irving Park and following, moved 
south to Atlanta for a year and 
a few months. The highways of 
Georgia re-confirmed our love of 
Greensboro (where everything is 
only seven minutes away!) I often 
joke that we moved to Atlanta to 
be in Sunset Hills. Honestly, it gave 
us the opportunity to find where 
we truly belong and we belong 
here- In this superbly, spectacular 
Sunset Hills Neighborhood with 
wonderful neighbors, bountiful 
Christmas ball displays, charming 
corner restaurants/amenities + 
more. We currently live in one of 
those beautiful brick bungalows I 
dreamed about as a teen.

_____ sh _____

When: Saturday, March 16th 3pm

Where: Sunset Hills Park at the in-
tersection of Berkley and Market 

What to expect: An appearance 
by the Easter bunny. One large 
egg hunt with a staggered start 
based on age. Crafts, lawn games 
and music. 

If you would like to help stuff 
eggs, hide eggs or set up please 
contact the event coordinators. 
Cindy Ramsay ramsay01@mail.
com, Allison Garrett Allison.gar-
rett84@gmail.com, Jenny Munro 
jennyrollins@gmail.com

_____ sh _____

Easter Egg HuntThose Beautiful Brick 
Bungalows
(continued from page 11)
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info@ersofnc.com   (336) 365-2570   www.ersofnc.com 

You’ve seen our ads but you might not know that we: 
 

- make your drafty home cozier 
- improve temperature consistency throughout your home  

- make the air in your home healthier 
- solve humidity, moisture, and ventilation issues 

- increase insulation in attics, walls, and crawlspaces to current standards 
- reduce your waste of electricity, gas, and water 

- fight climate change one home at a time 
- diagnose and solve your home’s problems using science.  

 

Contact us to make significant improvements to your home 

Energy Audits Building Science        

Expertise 

Air Sealing  

Duct Sealing 

Insulation  

Attics 

More Than Just Chicken 
Wire And Lights
(continued from page 17)

pickup was brilliant and looked 
like the model for future years. 

John Kelly and his crew ensured 
Sunset Hills Park was breathtaking 
and likely the most photographed 
place in the Triad. They even took 
the lights across W. Market Street 
to South Park. 

The environmental committee pri-
oritized keeping dead Christmas 
light strings out of our landfills. 
They staged collection boxes in 
Sunset Hills with attractive, infor-
mative signs, making it easier to 
recycle dead lights than to throw 
them away. Then they faithfully 
lugged piles of dead lights to the 

correct recycling spots. Thanks, 
Erin and crew. 

In 2022 combined efforts raised 
$109,309.73 in cash, including 
$80,000 from ROTB; “TEXT-TO-
GIVE” signs brought in $4,044. 
Generous folks from Greensboro 
and beyond dropped off 16,957 
pounds of food. The food and 
money combined will provide 
773,644 meals for hungry per-
sons. 

Since 2007 the neighborhood 
effort has raised $788,494.79 
including $606,001 from ROTB 
2012-2022 and 176,508 pounds 
of food, which became 5,616,196 
meals for hungry persons. Yes, 
you read that right, that’s five 
million, six hundred thousand 
healthy meals. 

We are profoundly grateful to so 
many. You, who lit up the park, 
hung up balls or lights in your 
yard, or helped someone else with 
theirs, taught someone to make 
an LCB. You, who donated your 
time, food, or money, rounded up 
hundreds of cardboard boxes to 
box up the food for transport to 
food banks, cleared out the food 
hut and trailer every night, and 
unloaded 8 1/2 tons of food onto 
food bank loading docks. You, 
who managed, volunteered, ran, 
or walked in the Running of the 
Balls and recycled non-working 
lights. You are the Lighted Christ-
mas Balls; chicken wire and lights 
are just the props. You spread joy 
and helped to shorten the line of 
hungry people. 

_____ sh _____
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The Ripple Effect Of 
Ol’ Fred
(continued from page 15)

do, scroll to page 21. That’s where 
the quotes start. Here’s one from 
Maria Hummell, Class of ’98:

“When I met with him one af-
ternoon, seeking a list of All the 
Important Books a Young Writer 
Must Read, he told me the advice 
Randall Jarrell had offered him, 
‘Read at whim.’ In other words, we 
should learn to find our own best 
influences. I know one of mine, and 
I’m grateful for all that Fred has 
given me.”

Fred’s guid-
ance and 
mentorship 
helped make 
UNCG’s MFA 
program 
one of the 
best in the 
nation.

Meanwhile, 
he contin-
ued to write. 
He wrote 
poetry, and he wrote fiction. For 
years, he wrote in longhand, and 
his talent displayed on the page 
earned him a spot on the top shelf 
of all Southern writers, right there 
beside William Faulkner and Flan-
nery O’Connor.

Consider this take from The Los An-
geles Book Book Review.

“Not since James Agee and Robert 
Penn Warren has a Southern writer 
displayed such masterful versatil-
ity. Together with only a handful 
of his American contemporaries, 
Chappell reminds us of the almost 
forgotten phrase ‘man of letters.’”

You’ll also find  “Fred Chappell: I 
Am One Of You Forever,” a beau-
tiful hour-long documentary on 
Fred that is available online at PBS.
org.  It’s a wondrous piece of work 
put together by UNCG professor 
Michael Frierson.  I encourage you 
to watch it. 

Fred talks about growing up as a 
farm boy in western North Caroli-
na, in the hollers of the Southern 
Appalachian Mountains, in a dot of 
a community called Canton.

He called Canton a “grimy little mill 
town.” But he did love that town.

He even wrote about it in the 
piece for the N&R in June 1991. 
He penned a scene he remembers 
when he was the little boy waiting 
for a haircut at Rymer’s Barber 
Shop in downtown Canton. Here’s 
how he started it.

If you were a boy sufficiently young 
– 9 years old, say, or 11 or 12 – you 
pushed open the door of Rymer’s 
Barber Shop with a sense of wary 
familiarity. The little mountain 

town of Canton, N.C., already 
offered few surprises. There were 
about 5,000 souls in this grimy mill 
town and they all knew one anoth-
er and they all knew you, too.

But in the barber shop, no one was 
in a hurry to acknowledge you. 
There were two barber chairs but 
only one Mr. Rymer, and his chair 
was always occupied. On a wood-
en bench under the wall-length 
mirror opposite the chair sat five or 
six men, waiting their turn or only 
waiting for the hour or week or 
century to pass.

They were big and 
slow-talking and 
smelled of soil and 
labor. The farmers 
wore rubber boots 
or high-topped 
brogans, the loggers 
and outdoorsmen 
wore wool stockings 
beneath calf-high 
lace-up boots, and 
the mill workers 
wore street shoes. 
They crossed their 
legs and shifted their 

feet as they chatted, and to a little 
boy, they looked awfully large.Their 
hands especially looked huge, knot-
ty and calloused. They took not the 
least notice when you sat in one 
of the cane-bottom chairs up front 
with your back to the plate glass 
window and its legend painted in 
a sunrise design: “RYMER BARBER’ 
over the top and “SHOP’ below.

You sat and watched and listened, 
partly because there was noth-
ing else to do. In 1947, television 
hadn’t yet reached Canton and Mr. 
Rymer didn’t stock magazines. No 
Field and Stream, no Collier’s, no 
Progressive Farmer.

Above from left to right:
A few of the over 30 books written by Fred Chappell; 
“More Shapes Than One”, “Dagon”, “I Am One of You 
Forever”,  “The Inkling”, “The Fred Chappel Reader”
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There was a radio, a tiny Arvin, 
perched on a shelf above one of 
the worn porcelain basins, but 
it was turned on only during the 
World Series. There was a copy of 
our newspaper, The Canton Enter-
prise, but its separate pages were 
scattered about the room, and you 
would never think of going among 
the adults to gather them.

The communication between these 
men was as delib-
erate and lazy as 
that among lions in 
the noontime veld. 
One of them would 
venture a phrase 
or more likely the 
name of an ac-
quaintance and it 
would hang con-
spicuous in the si-
lence until someone 
else felt an impulse 
to toy with it.

Two years ago at 
Greensboro Bound, 
the city’s annual lit-
erary festival, I was 
one of many sitting 
inside the Jan Van 
Dyke auditorium 
at the Greensboro 
Cultural Center. We 
all watched “I Am 
One of You Forev-
er.” Sitting down 
front with UNCG’s 
Michael Frierson was Ol’ Fred 
himself.

I was dumbstruck by who I saw 
around me. I recognized many 
faces, and more than a few made a 
life by flexing their creative mus-
cles. I sat across the aisle from my 
good friend, Sam Frazier, a book 
club buddy and a musician of much 
renown.

As we watched Michael’s film, I 
recognized a guitar, a tune, a run 
of notes from the soundtrack that 
brought back dimly lit memories 
from nights long ago at old The 
Blind Tiger at The Corner.

Wait a minute ….

“Sam,” I whispered, leaning into 
the aisle. “That’s ‘The Core.’ That’s 
yours!”

He smiled.

When the film ended, light illumi-
nated the room and Fred talked 
about how odd it felt watching his 
life onscreen. Michael then opened 
it up to questions. And the ques-
tions came. I remember raising 
my hand and asking Fred some-
thing about how growing up in the 
mountains influenced his writing.

Or something like that.

He responded to my question 
the same way he’s answered so 
many others curious about how 
his Appalachian roots acted as his 
creative fuel.

“I carry the mountains wherever I 
go.”

Nice.

Now, back to September 
2003, and my conversa-
tion at a table in the Tate 
Street Coffeehouse about 
“The Attending.” Fred’s 
poem is to the left.

John Robinson, the for-
mer editor of the N&R, 
had in his office hanging 
on the wall the page fea-
turing Fred’s poem. The 
page was framed, and 
it had a few paragraphs 
from me, the poem from 
Fred and the photo of 
NYC firefighters raising 
the American flag at 
Ground Zero.

It was quite the layout 
created by one of our 
many talented designers 
at the N&R.

Who knows where that 
framed page is today. 
But when I reread “The 

Attending” after Fred’s death, one 
line will always stick with me.

For we are nothing without the 
ones who came before.

So true.

Thanks, Fred. Thanks much.

_____ sh _____
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Learn More at
SanStoneHealth.com

Camden Health & Rehabilitation, a member of the  
SanStone Health & Rehabilitation family, offers compassionate, 
individualized long-term care and rehabilitative support  
for seniors. At Camden, life is filled with purpose and lived fully 
every day.

1 Marithe Court, Greensboro, NC 27407  |  (336) 852-9700  |  info.camden@sanstonehealth.com

Compassionate 
Care For All
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hank you to everyone 
who participated in our 
“Lighten the Burden” 
string light recycling pro-
gram. I took two huge 

carloads 
of lights 
to Ecoflo, 
and I’m 
only one 
of many 
neigh-
bors who 
collect-
ed light 
strands! If you still have burned-
out string lights to recycle, please 

take them to Ecoflo, 2750 Patter-
son St.

Also, thanks to the Carbon Offset 
Fee that runners pay when regis-
tering for Running of the Balls, 

SHEA purchased a car-
bon offset of 100,000 
pounds! Our estimate 
is that is enough to 
offset 20,000 lighted 
balls (assuming LED 
lights, 6 hours per 
day, for 60 days). The 
remaining funds will 
be used to purchase 

LED light strands for the balls in 
the park, which I thought looked 

especially beautiful this year.

Our Neighborhood Reforestation 
tree program is off to a great 
start! We have had 40+ tree re-

Updates From Sunset Hills 
Environmental Affairs (SHEA) 
by Erin Reis

T

(continued on page 25)
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Work anytime, anywhere with our flexible coworking membership! Enjoy 24/7 access
to two vibrant locations, with unreserved seating for ultimate flexibility.

Our offices and cubicles are perfect for individuals or teams who need a dedicated
workspace. These private spaces come with all the amenities of our coworking space,
plus additional perks.

Our conference rooms are ideal for off-site department meetings, training, lectures,
and workshops. Each room has A/V capabilities and modular furniture.
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quests and they are still coming in. 
The second order of trees should 
be in by the end of February. The 
deadline for ordering trees for the 
winter-spring planting is February 
29. We will take orders through 
the summer but will not order 
new trees until October 1, 2024, 
for optimal planting. Please join 
our effort to plant 100 trees in the 
neighborhood, in honor of our 
neighborhood Centennial!

Several of our neighbors par-
ticipated in the campaign led 
by the Greensboro Solar Power 
Now coalition to push Guilford 
County Schools to adopt a plan to 
transition to 100% clean energy 

by 2050. Solar Power Now had 
speakers at every School Board 
meeting for at least nine months 
and had been planning to send 
Valentines to the school board 
members asking them to add the 
deadline of 2050 to the policy. 
On the day we got 200 Valentines 
printed, we found out the School 
Board had added the deadline! 
We decided to repurpose the 
Valentines as thank-you notes, and 
you may have seen a table at the 
Corner Farmer’s Market on Febru-
ary 3 to collect signatures on the 
cards. Thank you to everyone who 
stopped by!

Two important events coming up:

March 13, 2024, at 7:00pm: Please 
join us at Maxie B’s for a SHEA 
meeting to discuss our projects for 

this year. Our subcommittees focus 
on the natural world (promoting 
native plants, stream health and 
wildlife habitats in our neighbor-
hood), renewable energy (pro-
moting rooftop solar, especially on 
the new and/or rehabbed Lindley 
Elementary School), and environ-
mental education (see the kiosks 
in the park for information about 
upcoming events and environmen-
tally-focused lending library!). We 
welcome your ideas and participa-
tion.

March 17, 2024, at 2:00pm: 
Stream Clean-Up! Meet at the 
corner of Greenway and Berkeley. 
Bring work/garden gloves if you’ve 
got them; other cleanup supplies 
will be provided.

_____ sh _____

Updates From Sunset 
Hills Environmental 
Affairs (SHEA)  
(continued from page 23)
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Get your girlfriends together and let’s play with 
makeup. You can earn FREE* products for playing 
hostess. Plus, I’ll give the group customized product 
recommendations so everyone can look fabulous. 
It’s girl time! 

Contact me to get started.

FREE.*  
FUN. FABULOUS!

*Available through participating Independent Beauty Consultants only and with $200 in retail sales

Name
Independent Beauty Consultant
Mary Kay® Personal Web Site Address
Phone Number

June Curlott, SD
Independent Beauty Consultant
www.marykay.com/curlott
336-908-0082

Full Service Property Maintenance 
with Yearly Contracts

Planting & Design 
Pruning  •  Mulch  •  Leaf  Removal 

General Clean-Up  •  Turf Management

336.404.7465  |  reidking7@gmail.com
Free Estimates      Licensed & Insured

Reid King 
Landscaping, Inc. 
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2024 Membership List
*indicates contributions above the
 membership dues

Members as of February 12, 2024 

Mike & Audrey Albright
Ellen Ammirato
Bob & Betty Arms*
Robert & Patricia Arnett*
Karen Hill & Don Atkinson*
Lennie  Averna*
Diane Aycock
Shelley Clayton & Caine  Ayres
Erick & Kym Bain
Lee & Denise Baker*
Brian & Audrey Baldwin
Elaine Brune & Roger Bardsley*
Kimberly Phillng & Deborah Barham*
Vance & June Barron*
Mariche & Holli Bayonas
Mariche & Holli Bayonas*
Reto & Emmy Biaggi
Lauren Turner & Dan Blah*
Tom & Brittany Blue*
Ed & Allison  Boiar
Philip & Brenda Bowman*
David & Ellie Brauneis
Lee & Betsy Brodeur
Joe & Kate Brower*
Stephen & Deborah Bryant
Charles & Susan Calkins
Clay & Kathryn Carey*
Terry Carey*
Cynthia Carrington*
Diane Cashion*
Paul & Stephanie Cervelloni
Sandra O'Connor & Dawn Chaney*
George Cheek*
Reeves & Elton Click
Buck & Cathy Cochran*
Chip & Sarah Cook
Teresa Dail
Bradley & Margaret Davis - Rogozinski*
Debby Davis*
Robert & Kathy Davis*
Chris Sigley & Rosemary Dedman*
Jonathan & Meredith DeWald
Rick & Carol Diehl
John Doss
Pamela Frye & Connie Dupree*
Joey & Mary Katherine Durham*
LuAnn Durham
Ted & Sherri Edgar
David & Robin  Elder 
John & Linda Englar*
Steven & Erin Farney
Jim & Marnie Fenley*
Timothy & Melissa Fleming
Bill Johnston & Tom Fitzgerald*
Tim & Chrissy Flood
Judi Magier & Paul Fribush
Graeme  Froggatt
Brandon & Ashton Garcia
Lee Zacharias & Michael Gaspeny*
Beverley  Gass*
James & Susan Gentry
Carl & Debbie Gessner*
John & Brenda Glenn*
William & Ashley  Goble
Larry Richardson & Clark Goodin*
Daniel & Stephanie Goodrich
Brooks Graham

Anne Beatty & Adam Graham-Squire*
Elaine Talbert & Ken Gruber*
Nick & Jessica Gruhn
Larry & Jade Halstead
David & Teri  Hammer*
Scott & Jane Harkey
Barry & Meredith Harrell
Sherry Harris*
Jeffery & Linda Hayes*
Andy & Karen Heckethorn
Paul & Karen Heist
Ed & Alice Haddy Hellen*
Susan Hensley
Bob & MaryKate  Holden
Bonnie Holland
Troy & Sarah Hopkins
Anne Harvey & Chris Horney
Elizabeth Hoadley & Aldo Hubert
Stephen & Ginny Inman*
David & Alicia  Irvin*
Emily Sulecki & Chris Jackson*
Grace  Johnston*
Larry & Susan Johnston
Bobby Jones
David & Laurie Joslin
Jay & Adrea Jung
Elisabeth Wert & Henry Clay Jurney
Eric & Karen  Kaplan
Derek Hall & Rachel Kaplan
John & Amy Kelly*
Brian & Annie  Kendrick*
Gary Kenton*
Paul & Janet Kershaw*
Jonathan & Martha  Kesler*
Dianne King
Pam Chappell & John King*
Chris & Amy Kirkman*
Daniel & Jennifer Koenig*
Kelli Tillman & Jim Kupiec
Pete & Kathleen LaMuraglia*
Derrick & Anne Lankford
Katherine Lautermilch
Larry & Rene Lawrence
Cassie & Collen  LeFaivre
David Leik*
Jasmine DeJesus & Joshua  Letzter
Dana Logan & Will Levin*
Buster & Lisa Lewis*
Mike & Georgia  Lineback
Alanna Adams & Josh Long*
Laura Lorenz
Marcia Mohney & John Martin
Tom & Kathy Martinek*
John & Patricia Martinez*
Kenneth & Beth Mayer*
Ashley & Brett Mazzei
Daniel & Leah McCoy
Jim & Karen McCullough*
Amanda McGehee*
Douglas & Marion McQuaid
Scott Michaels*
Dan & Joy Moore*
Phil & Mary Mac Moore
Michael & Jenny Munro
Cathy Murphy*
Ron & Mona Neal
Kerrie Thomas & Leslie Newby
Sinead O'Doherty*
Larry & Susan Osborne
Wally & Martha Overman*
Todd & Laura Oxner

Barbara Parret
Hunter Lee & Noah  Parrish
Azer Avdagic & Claire Parsons
Eric & Donna Patton
Donna Brandon & Rebecca Perry
Jim & Susan Phillips*
David & Donna Plyler
Chip & Carole Potter
David & Jennifer Prago
Marlene Pratto*
Jim & Insa Pryor*
Debbie Kipp & Larry Ray*
Bradford & Anne Reaves
Linda Hiatt & Peter Reichard*
Dan & Erin Reis
Virgil & Caroline Renfroe
John & Susan Riley*
Marlene Talley & Edward Robinson
David & Annette Rock
Gary & Lee Rogers
Lyn Rollins*
Karen Weyler & Scott Romine
Robert & Tina Rothbart
Jeri & Katherine Rowe
Garrett & Samantha Saake*
Angie Hall & Chris Santana*
Bill & Beth Sartore
Charles & Deborah Saunders*
Ray & Mary  Schwarz*
Tammy & Lauren Grubbs- Shaney*
Patrick & Eileen Shannon*
Lee Comer & Tracy Shuford*
Michael & Jacquelyn Sigmon
Rob & Cynthia Slater
Joe & Barbara Small*
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