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Real Estate prices 
in Greensboro 
have gone up 
substantially over 
the last 5 years or 
so. While property 
values are still lower than in the 
Triangle and Charlotte areas, they 
have appreciated significantly. 
Especially in our neighborhood.

People have definitely discov-
ered how wonderful it is to live 
in Sunset Hills. We are in a won-
derful location- near Friendly 
Center, UNC-G and Downtown. 
The schools that serve our neigh-
borhood are among the most 
requested by potential home 
buyers. Our homes are beautiful 

(continued on page 4)
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s I sit down to write this 
letter, the big topic of 
conversation in the neigh-
borhood seems to be 
about the new assessed 

values for our homes. Most of us 
were both pleasantly surprised by 
the increase in value and unpleas-
antly surprised by the possible real 
estate tax implications.

My first thought is to say don’t wor-
ry. Yet. The Board of Commissioners 
will meet to decide the tax rate in 
June. There is a possibility they will 
adjust the rate to a revenue neu-
tral percentage or to the amount 
necessary to fund the budget. Wait 
and see. And let your representa-
tives know your thoughts.

A
  What’s Inside:What’s Inside:

•	 Rock The Block announces 
outstanding lineup for 2026 - 
page 14

•	 Time to Wake Up Your Winter 
Garden & Get Ready for Spring 
- the right way - page 7

•	 Unsung Neighborhood Heroes 
helping to get this Newsletter to 
you - page 10

•	 Try a delicious Pumpkin Bread 
recipe - page 8

•	 Ten years later... time to turn 
over the shooter and twine to 
light the park - page 20

•	 Results of Shine The Light On 
Hunger campaign are outstand-
ing - page 9

•	 Food trucks galore for the Sun-
set Hills Park activities - page 
16

•	 Running of the Balls adds fun, 
color and excitement to the 
holidays - page 23

•	 A wide range of vendors 
showcase the Corner Farmers 
Market - page 26
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Sunset Hills Neighborhood Association 
Board of Directors
President 
    Scott Michaels | scottmichaels100@gmail.com

Vice President 
    Burke Ramsay | bramsay@gmail.com

Secretary 
    Cindy Ramsay | ramsayc01@gmail.com

Treasurer 
    Elaine Brune | sunsethillsgsonc@gmail.com 

Website Coordinator 
    Cindy Ramsay | ramsayc01@gmail.com

Historian 
   David Hammer | davidhammer@gmail.com

Listserv Coordinator 
    Adam Graham-Squire | adam.grahamsquire@gmail.com

Social Events 
    Garland Turner | garlandturner1@gmail.com
    Emily Nunn | emily.p.nunn@gmail.com

Environmental Affairs
    Erin Reis | erin.reis.1@gmail.com 

Park Coordinator
  environment.sunsethills.gso@gmail.com

Garden Club Representative 
    Gerry Alfano | mtisdel@att.net  

Neighborhood Watch 
    Ferdinand Stout | ridgeway1031@hotmail.com

    OPEN 

 Transportation Committee Chair 
    Gerry Alfano | mtisdel@att.net   

Event Coordinators
    Easter Egg Hunt
    Cindy Ramsay | ramsayc01@gmail.com

    Halloween In the Park
    Michael Driver | michael@yourhometriad.com

    Annual Pig Pickin
    Jennifer Edwards | veronicalucks@gmail.com

    New Neighbor Coordinator
    Beverley Gass | beverleygass@gmail.com 

    Coordinator of the Lighted Christmas Balls Activities
    John Kelly | kelly336@gmail.com

Photo 
Requirements
All ads, photos, and graphics that 
are submitted should be high res-
olution (ideally 300dpi). JPEG and 
PDF formats are accepted. Please 
submit ads in the size you’d like 
them to appear. 

If you have questions about file 
formats or image resolution, please 
contact: 

Bob Holden 
rwh22652@gmail.com

Advertising 
Rates 

2026 Advertising Rates are as follows:

    Full Page (7.5” x 9.75”)  -           $160 
    1/2 Page (7.5” x 4.75”)  -   	 $80 
    1/4 Page (3.75” x 4.75”) -  	 $40   
    Business card size (3.5” x 2”) - 	 $20  
 
To submit an ad, please contact Bob 
Holden at rwh22652@gmail.com

Thanks to our advertisers for helping 
make this newsletter possible!

Newsletter Team
Robert Arms
     bobarms@icloud.com
Denise Baker
    dnbaker3@gmail.com
Roger Bardsley 
    bards09@gmail.com 
Elaine Brune
    sunsethillsgsonc@gmail.com 
Bob Holden
    rwh22652@gmail.com
Emily Morgan
    ekmorgan16@gmail.com
Carl Phillips
    cwpjr5524@gmail.com 
Marlene Pratto
    mrpsunset@gmail.com 
Sue Riley
     rileysmr@aol.com
Robin Timmins
    timmins203@gmail.com 

The Sunset Hills Newsletter Is 
A Great Place To Advertise!
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Working Toward 
Wellness, Together
Providing compassionate post-acute  
rehabilitative care

Scan the QR code to  
learn more, or visit  
SanStoneHealth.com

1 Marithe Court
Greensboro, NC 27407

(336) 852-9700
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A Note From Your Treasurer
by Elaine Brune

You can follow along with regular 
happenings, updates, and news by 
following us on our Facebook page 
and on our website. 

You can also join our community 
email listserv by emailing Adam 
Graham-Squire at  
adam.grahamsquire@gmail.com

Please note that only current 
members who have paid their 
annual dues may send non-emer-
gency messages to the community 
listserv.
www.sunsethillsneighborhood.org 
www.facebook.com/Sunset-
HillsGSO

_____ shna _____

A Letter From The President
(continued from page 1)

anuary started the new 
year for your dues pay-
ment. $10 per household 
per year ($11 if paying 
with Paypal). These dues 
go to events in the neigh-

borhood, our news-
letters, keeping up 
the park, supporting 
Rock the Block and 
Lighted Christmas 
Ball activities. Dues 
also allow you to post 
on our neighborhood 
list-serve where you can find, sell, 
or borrow items, report lost or 
found animals, etc..

Send or drop your payment off at 
Elaine Brune’s house. 2504 Sylvan 

Road, 27403. Make checks pay-
able to Sunset Hills Neighborhood 
(SHNA), or contactless at https://
www.sunsethillsneighborhood.org/
duesanddonations.  

Donations above the $10 are 
greatly appreciated 
and allow us to expand 
our events and activi-
ties. Elsewhere in this 
edition are the 368 
members who have 
already paid the dues. 
Thanks, and thanks for 

the neighbors who gave a donation 
as well.  Hope to see your names in 
the newsletter next year! 

_____ shna _____

and solidly built-even if many are 
approaching 100 years old. Our 
parks provide amenities right in our 
neighborhood that many people 
have to go outside their area to 
experience. The lighted Christ-
mas Balls are famous throughout 
the area. And we have wonderful 
neighbors. The people really make 
Sunset Hills special.

All these factors make people want 
to live in our neighborhood. So, 
those that can are willing to pay 
more to live here. That drives up 
property values. For instance, my 
personal home has almost tripled 
in value since I bought it 20 years 
ago. This is great from an invest-
ment perspective, but it doesn’t 
mean much if you aren’t planning 

to sell your home. Most of us, like 
me, plan to stay!

But taxes are a big concern, espe-
cially for neighbors who have lived 
here many more years than I have. 
Remember, there are tax relief pro-
grams for senior citizens to explore. 
Check to be sure your square foot-
age is correct with the tax depart-
ment. Square footage is one of the 
main drivers of value/price.

I have checked the new valuations 
for my home and some other 
neighbors. As a realtor, I’ve man-
ually priced the homes. What I 
am seeing is that the valuations 
are generally in line with Market 
Values.
However, the most important thing 

to remember is that the tax rate 
has not been set yet. Again, let 
your representatives know your 
thoughts and concerns with the 
potential increases to both proper-
ty values and taxes.
Also, take pride that people want to 
live in our neighborhood so badly! 

In summary, Sunset Hills is a desti-
nation neighborhood for so many 
people. We are lucky to live here. 
We can make our concerns known. 
That’s what I advise people to 
remember. Take pride in what we 
have and work together to keep the 
tax system fair.

_____ shna _____

J
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s we write this, snow is 
forecast and the tem-
peratures are well below 
our garden’s (and maybe 
our) preference. Winter 

is challenging, but a great time 
to get ready for 
spring and your 
favorite blooms!

Some activities 
to indulge in 
this time of year 
include:
•	 Remove 

winter weeds 
before they 
go to seed

•	 Tidy up the 
beds, but no 
need to re-
move all the 
leaves! Leaves 
are beneficial, but too many 
leaves can smother plants and 
can create ant habitats, which 
make gardening difficult.  Re-
move just enough leaves to let 
new growth pop 

•	 Clean out last year’s nest 
from your bluebird boxes and 
scrub with a weak 9:1 water 
to bleach solution, and then 
let air dry. This is best done by 
mid-January as our gentle, na-
tive bluebirds will start looking 

for homes in February and if 
you have a nest in January, it 
may well be an interloper! 

Adopt a Park Update: 
The Garden Club, led by Master 
Gardener Patricia Martinez, spent 

the winter 
months making 
native seed balls 
and growing 
native seedlings, 
to be planted in various beds in 
the park. Every other Monday the 
Garden Club tackles a different 
section of the park-  the next proj-
ect will be pruning hydrangeas and 
the vitex tree. We are also happy 
to add a new stone bench to the 

Waking Up Your Winter 
Garden And Getting 
Ready For Spring
by Sue Riley & Patricia Martinez

A
corner of E Greenway and Rolling, 
courtesy of a generous donation 
by the Glenn Family.

Now is the time to plan your 
garden! Take time to sit back 

and dream about last year’s 
successes and failures. Which 
plantings worked best? Which 
plantings are just not work-
ing? What new ideas would 
you like to pursue this year? 
Gardens, like life, are not stat-
ic. There is always plenty of 
opportunity to mix things up 
and try new things. Be confi-
dent - every new adventure 

you pursue in your dream garden 
is always a step in the right direc-
tion!

_____ shna _____

Above: A great way to spend a sunny Spring 
afternoon - a good book and a park bench

Above: A close up view of the new bench  at the 
corner of E. Greenway Dr. North and Rolling Rd. 
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n the fall of 1972, I took 
Mr. Wayne Wingo’s AP 
European History class 
at Topeka West High 

School in 
Topeka, 
Kansas. Our 
class was 
already af-
flicted with 
“senioritis,” 
and Mr. 
Wingo did 
not go easy 
on us. The 
reading and 
the lectures 
were hard, 
the tests 
were hard-
er, and we 
complained 
among 
ourselves 
about how unreasonable Mr. 
Wingo was. And so cross when we 
didn’t come up to the mark! But 
at the end of the semester, we 
learned he had a sweet side: he 
brought us his delicious Pumpkin 
Bread and shared the recipe with 
the whole class. It was nothing but 
smiles, even from him, that day.  
We came out of high school with 
two invaluable gifts from Mr. Win-
go: a foundational knowledge of 
European history, and this recipe. 
This is a plain, versatile recipe. 

Variations I've tried are in brackets 
after the original directions.  Enjoy, 
and embellish as the spirit moves 
you.

Preheat oven to 325°

Sift together:
•	 5 cups all-purpose flour  [2 whole 

wheat, 3 unbleached]
•	 4 cups sugar [just 2 cups of brown 

sugar still makes a sweet bread!]
•	 4 teaspoons baking soda
•	 1 teaspoon salt

Mix thoroughly:
•	 3 slightly beaten eggs
•	 1 cup neutral vegetable oil (for 

instance, canola)
•	 3 cups pumpkin puree [2 cans 

usually hold a little more and 
that's ok--use it all]

Mix the two together
Dry into wet works best. The batter 
will be quite thick, almost dough. Stir 
thoroughly, but small lumps of brown 
sugar are not a problem. 

Bake in lightly oiled pan(s) at 325°
1 ¼  hours for a 9” x 13” sheet pan, 
1 hour for loaf pans.*

Cool to room temperature before 
cutting
You can serve with ice cream as a des-
sert, or simply sliced, with or without 
butter. Excellent toasted! but it’s soft, 
so use a toaster oven. Keeps very well 
and freezes beautifully. 

* Mr. Wingo used a sheet pan and dust-
ed the baked bread with confectioner's 
sugar, so that it was more like cake. I 
use 3 loaf pans, sprinkling a little raw or 
brown sugar on top before baking, and 
check after 50 minutes for doneness 
(though 60 minutes is usually right). I’ve 
made 2/3 of the recipe and used 2 loaf 
pans with success. I’ve also tried a sin-
gle spring-form pan, which takes about 
70 minutes and works well.

_____ shna _____

Shared by Anne Wallace

Mr. Wingo’s 
Pumpkin Bread 

I

Left: The crusty top of Mr. 
Wingo’s Pumpkin Bread 
looks delicious

Above: Why have just one 
loaf of Pumpkin Bread 
when two would be 
double the deliciousness!



9www.SunsetHillsNeighborhood.org

March, 2026Great Neighbors Make Great NeighborhoodsSunset Hills Newsletter 

WEDS 3/18 – SAT 3/21 
WEDS 3/25 – SAT 3/28 

 Opens daily at 10:00am

1424 WESTOVER TERRACE

Based in Greensboro and recognized  
around the world, Marie Oliver is a women’s 

boutique fashion brand founded by  
Creative Director Sarah Doggett Evenson.

Join us in our hometown for our biannual 
Warehouse Sale event for up to 80% off 

retiring inventory, including women’s  
dresses, skirts, tops, swimwear, outerwear, 

one-of-a-kind samples, and more. 

Scan for more information:

GREENSBORO  
POP-UP SALE

AS SEEN AT NEIMAN MARCUS, BLOOMINGDALE’S, RENT THE RUNWAY, ETC.  •  SHOP YEAR-ROUND AT MARIEOLIVER.COM
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Renovations • Additions
Ground-up Builds • Custom Pools

Call us today to get
your pool by Spring

comershuford.com  |  336.471.5205

After

Before

New Custom Home
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LCBs Shine The Light On 
Hunger Again In 2025!

appy New Year!

We don’t know exactly 
how many Lighted Christ-
mas Balls 

decorate the trees, 
homes, and parks 
here in Sunset Hills, 
but it certainly 
makes a difference. 
Thanks to everyone 
who makes, hangs, 
and illuminates the 
darkness, and to all 
the neighbors who 
help other neigh-
bors brighten the 
world. 

This joyful tradition 

began with three humble LCBs 
about the size of cantaloupes in 
December 1996. The LCBs multi-
plied and went higher and wider 
than anyone could imagine. Soon, 
neighbors, friends, and even 
strangers began leaving cookies, 

cakes, and a whole ham on our 
porch. Anne asked our friend and 
neighbor, Marlene Pratto, if she 
knew of any place that could use 
these kinds of donations, and she 

sug-
gested 
we 
put a 
wagon in the front yard with a 
sign encouraging others to donate 
non-perishable items for the NC 

Food Banks that serve the hungry 
in our community. This sound-
ed wild to Anne (the practical), 
but great to Jonathan, who said, 
“What’s the worst that could 

happen?” And that 
was all it took—late 
one cold December 
afternoon in 2007, 
we parked the little 
red utility trailer at 
the corner of Mad-
ison and Ridgeway 
Drive, hung four 
‘Donate Non-Perish-
able Food for Hungry 
Neighbors’ signs on 
the trailer, plugged in 
a couple of strands 
of multicolor C-7 
lights, and the little 
trailer started fill-
ing up repeatedly. 

Twenty years later, the 
small red lit-up trailer 
still serves as one of 
the drop-off spots for 
food day and night 

throughout 
December and 
January. Who 
would have 
ever thought 
that an old 
trailer could 
become the 
starting point 
for helping to 
shorten the 

line of hungry people? 

The annual Shine the Light on 

by Anne & Jonathan Smith

H

Above: The Smith’s little red utility trailer has 
been a familiar site as a donation location for 

twenty years

Left: Many, many homes in Sunset Hills dis-
play large amounts of  lighted balls

Below: While Running of the Balls is great 
fun for the entire neighborhood, the proceeds 
provide serious help for the hungry

(continued on page 25)
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(continued on page 20)

by Bob Arms & Elaine Brune

our times a year, the 
Sunset Hills newsletter 
appears on your door-
step. Here’s the story 
behind the newsletter 

– from inception to your doorstep 
– all of which happens because 
of a small army of volunteers: 
neighbors who quietly give their 
time and energy to keep our little 
community connected.

From Printer to 
Porch
Each edition begins 
with Bob Holden, 
our unpaid editor, 
gathering articles 
and advertisers. 
Then 825 newslet-
ters are printed and 
packed into seven 
boxes weighing 
about 30 pounds 
each. 

The first leg of the 
journey is handled 
by neighbor Sloane 
Moretz, who drops 
the boxes at 2504 Sylvan Road, 
home of Elaine Brune.

From there, the operation splits.
Forty percent of the newsletters 
are delivered by Elaine’s husband, 
Roger, to 309 Woodbine Court — 
the home of Bob and Betty Arms. 

Two distribution hubs. Two sys-
tems. One shared mission: get the 
news to every doorstep.

North of Market Street: Bob’s 
System
Five years ago, Bob accepted the 
baton from the late Jerry Pifer, 
who once lived across the street 
and helped establish the tradition 
of volunteer delivery. Today, Bob 

coordi-
nates 
22 
volun-
teers 

serving 336 homes north of Market 
Street.

His method is simple and effi-
cient. Newsletters are divided into 
hanging file folders labeled with 
each volunteer’s name. When the 
bundles are ready, Bob sends an 
email letting his team know they 

can stop by his front porch to pick 
up their predetermined count.

His heroes include: Daniel Adams, 
Gerry Alfano, Ellen Ammarito, Kym 
Bain, Clark Goodin, Jorge Cortes, 
Christi Dalldorf, Susan Gentry, 
Scott Harkey, Steve Holcombe, 
Laurie	 Joslin, Jessie Keener, 
Martha Kesler, Rene Lawrence, 
John Martin, John Martinez, Paul 
Mazgaj, Carl Phillips, Jane Stott, 
and Arn Vogt.  Honorable mention 
goes to his two strongest substi-
tutes: The family of Dave and Ellie 
Brauneis and Kym Bain.

South of Market Street: 
Elaine’s Team
Elaine Brune has overseen dis-
tribution to 482 homes south of 
Market Street for 15 years. 

Her system mirrors Bob’s in spirit, 

F

Another In Our Semi-Regular Series Of Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

The Unsung Heroes Behind 
Every Sunset Hills Newsletter

Above: Bob’s method
Above: Elaine’s method. Rick Diehl gets his 

own box for 44 newsletters
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beer garden. music. fresh handcrafted beer & food. event spaces. 
Spring Is Here! Get Outside At Nattys!

see what’s happening this week on instagram @ nattygreenesbrewingco
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by John Kelly

A Great ‘25 & A Big ‘26 
For Rock The Block

Above: Magnolia Boulevard

would like to thank the 
2025 Rock the Block 
Sponsors who made 
it possible to bring in 
regional and national 

touring acts into our neighbor-
hood! We had acts from Chicago, 
Virginia, Asheville and Greensboro 
share their talent down at the park 
this past year. It could not happen 
without the support of our spon-
sors, some of which have been 
contributing for five years!

Please thank and support these 
businesses and neighbors if you 
see them for making this happen!
•	 Brittany Blue - Friendly Den-

tistry
•	 Scott Michaels - Allen Tate 

Reality
•	 Leslie Stainback - TRM Homes
•	 John Martin - Fourth Elm Con-

struction
•	 Lee Comer - Comer Shuford
•	 Melissa Greer - BHHS Yost & 

Little Realty
•	 Pam Frye - Frye Build and 

Design
•	 Todd Nunn - Countryside Vil-

lage Retirement Community
•	 Chris Wagner - Morgan Stan-

ley
•	 Allison Garrett - AIRNETIK
•	 Karen Phillips - CORE Gymnas-

tics
•	 David Hammer - Hammer time 

Design, Landscaping
•	 Garland Turner - Ashley Home-

Store & Outlet
•	 Michael Driver - eXp Realty
•	 Garrett Saake - Camden Health 

and Rehab
•	 Steven Booth - All About Floors

2026

2026 is going 
to bring in 
acts from Ken-
tucky, Tennes-
see, California 
and our own 
Madison Ave-
nue!

Magnolia 
Boulevard 
May 28

Starting things 
off in May, after 
the kids get out 
of school, we 
have Magno-
lia Boulevard 
coming to the neighborhood from 

Lexington Kentucky. 
Lead singer/guitarist 
Maggie Noelle says: 
“The sound has been 
described as ‘Appala-
chian Soul,’ and I really 
like that because of our 
Appalachian roots. You 
get a taste of folk with 
the songwriting portion, 
but you also have that 

rock and soul foundation.” If 
you like The Tedeski Trucks 
Band or Bonnie Raitt you’ll 
love this band, they have that 
soulful bluesy vocals and killer 
slide guitar vibe going.

Florencia & the Feeling
June 25
In June we have a tradition of 
booking the winner of “On the 
Rise” from Floydfest. Previous 
winners have played the last 
couple of years in June and 
it’s a nice little tradition that 
carries on this year. The 2025 

I

Above: Florencia & the Feeling
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winner of the “On the Rise” con-
test was Florencia and the Feeling 
out of Johnson City, TN. Florencia 
& the Feeling is a pop-funk quin-
tet blending funk, jazz, Latin flair, 
heartfelt songwriting, and soaring 
harmonies. I have seen them per-
form a few times and was blown 
away by one event in which they 
covered Fleetwood Mac and Stevie 
Nicks. I reached out to them and 
asked if they could recreate that 
event in our neighborhood and 
they agreed! Florencia Rusinol, the 
lead singer will bring the Stevie 
Nicks vibe with her stage presence 
and unique vocals.

Bella Rayne
July 23
In July, all the way from Califor-
nia, comes the 18 year old guitar 
wonder of Bella Rayne. I came 
across Bella Rayne off of a jam 
band music site on Reddit which 
led me to some YouTube videos of 
her shredding it on stage with na-
tional artists that I love and follow. 
I reached out to her management 
company, and our little neighbor-
hood gig became the first stop that 
they created an east coast tour 

around. Since then, she has now 
been booked at Floydfest and a 
few other large east coast festivals. 
She has her first album out, but 
she will probably lean on covers 
pretty hard to fill the 90 minute 
set. Wear some tie dye to match 
the California feel.

Eli Fribush 
Experiment
August 13
We will end 
the summer 
with Madison 
Avenue’s own 
Eli Fribush. Eli 
is an amazing 

sax talent that 
I have seen 
many times 
and with so 
many diverse 
musicians. 
He can jump 

on stage with an Americana band 
one night, a Funk band another 
and then a hard-core jazz band 
the next. He is Sunset Hills to the 
core, having grown up on Madison 
Avenue and raised by a talented 
musical family. Eli left NC, moved 
down to New Orleans (which you 
can hear the influence in his style) 
and then moved back to NC to 
become a fixture in the local music 
scene. Eli has played our SHNA July 
4th parties we used to have at the 
tennis court back when he was in 
middle school. He plans to bring a 

large assortment of local artists to 
make it an end of summer party, 
which should be a blast!
https://elifribush.com/

I can’t believe we are moving into 
the sixth year for the Sunset Hills 
Rock the Block events! I want to 
thank the sponsors and neighbors 
for their support in making these 

events grow 
into what they 
are today. 
We are now 
averaging over 
300 neighbors 
and friends 
of neighbors 
which has cre-
ated a “ven-
ue” that bands 
are seeking 
out to play. 
Our reputation 
that we fos-
tered is a great 
neighborhood 
setting, solid 
sound and 
stage plat-
form, welcom-

ing hospitality 
toward the bands, tasty food 
trucks….and….most importantly, a 
family-friendly environment.

2026 Summer Dates:
May 28th - Magnolia Boulevard
June 25th - Florencia & the Feeling
July 23rd - Bella Rayne
Aug 13th - Eli Fribush Experiment

I’ll always end on a beg – if 
you’d like to be part of the great 
sponsors that make these events 
happen, reach out to me at jkel-
ly336@gmail.com.

_____ shna _____

Above: Bella Rayne

Above: Eli Fribush
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by John Kelly

An Amazing Lineup Of 
Food Trucks For 2026

appy to report the food 
trucks are 90% locked 
in. Love the ideas that 
folks sent and 
we really have 

a wide variety of options 
this year!

Here is where we landed:

May - Rock The Block
Roccan Morrocan
Taco Brothers
To The Moon & Back 
     Frozen Treats

June - Rock The Block
Carolinas Finest Food Truck
TBD offer out
Overflow Sweet & Treats Truck

July - Rock The Block
Chirba Chirba Dumpling
Taco Brothers
Shaved ParadICE

August - Rock The Block
La Callejera
JJ Cubans Kitchen
TBD offer out

November - Light The 
Park
Fonz’s Firehouse Grill
Sugar Shack (festival legend          	
truck)
Kandy Custom Creations

_____ shna _____

H
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EXPERT
HOME
RENOVATION
Frye Build + Design offers a full range of residential construction
and design services that create a home that showcases your style
& functionality. From new builds, restoring historic properties, or
undertaking a remodel of any size, our experienced team provides
expert guidance and a smooth, thoughtful process. With attention
to detail and a commitment to quality, we help shape spaces that
are both beautiful and functional—ensuring you love where you
live.

with Frye Build + Design

(336) 763-8031www.fryegso.com

Luxury Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

High End Custom Cabinetry & Millwork

Expert Space Planning & Layout Design

fryegso



18 facebook.com/SunsetHillsGSO

March, 2026 Great Neighbors Make Great Neighborhoods Sunset Hills Newsletter

(As near as Green Valley at Wendover in Greensboro…
Romance Is Nigh!

and as soon as now!)

 Between our sweet to spicy (wink, wink) romance packages and the O.Henry’s and the Proximity’s inherently romantic DNA,
we have the mise en place for romance: Come see what you can cook up!

 

 

Two Hearts, Two Nights
Create some special “us” time!

Wink, Wink Romance Package
Get out of a rut and into a groove!  

Learn more by visiting our websites, calling or stopping by.
ohenryhotel.com (336) 854-2000 | proximityhotel.com (336) 379-8200 

 

O . H E N R Y  &  P R O X I M I T Y  R O M A N C E  O F F E R I N G S

© Vesic Photography

 Includes:
 • Extraordinary Bedroom
 • $50 Dining Credit to GVG, PWB or L32
 • Priority Dining Reservation
 • Late Checkout 
 • Night One • Night Two 
  -Turndown Service  -Bottle of Bubbly or Still Wine
    to Set “The Mood”  -Charcuterie or Cheese Plate
  -$30 Amenity Voucher -Adult Play Set
  -Luxury Sensual Body Kit  or Luxury Sensual Bath Kit

 Includes:
 • Extraordinary Bedroom
 • Romantic Sweets or Cheese Plate
 • Bottle of Bubbly or Still Wine
 • Beloved Travel Kit for Lovers
  or Adult Play Kit
 • Sexy Couples Game or
  Dice Game
 • Breakfast in Bed
 • Turndown Service to Set
  “The Mood”   

Three Wishes Getaway
Orchestrate the perfect birthday, anniversary or “because we
deserve it” getaway!

Romance Advisors
For help creating a one-of-a-kind getaway, 

whether sweet or spicy, email a Romance Advisor 

at romance@qwrh.com. 

 Includes:
 • Extraordinary Bedroom
 • Choose Three of These:
  -Bottle of Bubbly or Still Wine
  -Assorted Craft Beer
   Selection (6 Pack)
  -Charcuterie or Cheese Plate
  -Housemade Chocolate-
    Covered Strawberries
  -Housemade Romantic Sweets
  -Breakfast in Bed
  -Afternoon Tea for Two*
  -Beloved Travel Kit for Lovers
  -Adult Play Set Kit
  -Tasteful Medium Floral Arrangement*
  -$50 Dining Credit to GVG, PWB or L32

TM & © 2025 Quaintance-Weaver and affiliated entities.
*OpenTable’s Top 100 Lists.

Greensboro Symphony Package
Visit greensborosymphony.org for performance schedules.    

Note: Packages and offers have limited
availability and rates vary.
*Requires reservations in advance.

 Includes:
 • Extraordinary Bedroom
 • $30 Dining Voucher to GVG, PWB or L32
 • Two Tickets to the Greensboro Symphony Performance
 • Bottle of Bubbly or Still Wine
 • Housemade Chocolate Truffles

O.Henry Jazz Date Night
Take advantage of our O.Henry Jazz Series Package, which 
includes one night’s gracious accommodations, limited preferred 
seating at our O.Henry jazz in the social lobby and $50 dining 
credit. Visit ohenryhotel.com/o-henry-jazz for details.

Photo by Georgianna Penn

 Includes:
 • Extraordinary Bedroom 
 • Limited Preferred Seating at Jazz Performances
 • $50 Dining Credit to GVG, PWB or L32
 

E M P L O Y E E  T R U S T  O W N E D

Print Works BistroGreen Valley Grill Lucky 32 Southern Kitchen
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Memories Of Ten Plus 
Years & Passing The 
Torch (um, Shooter)

en Years Later….
I wanted to let the 
neighborhood know that 
I am transitioning out of 
the role of hanging balls 

in Sunset Hills Park North. It’s 
been a lot of fun, but my old man 
body is telling me to hang up the 
shooter 
and pass 
the twine 
to the 
young 
ones. 

I am 
happy to 
report 
that Nick 
Loflin 
from the 
Running 
of the 
Balls Race 
has agreed to organize volun-
teers to hang and then remove 
the balls starting next year. His 
team is helping me take the balls 
down this year so they start to 
understand the process. Nick has 
been incredible over the years, 
supplying drop cords, lights, and 
making those long 30 amp power 
runs that spreads the balls from 
the tennis court power source. He 

was also key in working with the 
Environmental Committee of the 
SHNA to put a dollar per runner 
tax on the registration fee that 
goes directly to the SHNA bud-
get. That budget money is used 
to purchase carbon offsets (we 
are carbon neutral in our power 
consumption), electrical cords, 

timers, twine 
and replacement 
lights.

Nick said when 
he and I start-
ed to work on 
building out the 
balls in the park 
– “I hope to get ten years of you 
doing this”. He got his ten years.

I wanted to call out some lighting 
of the park milestones that folk 
might not be aware of:

by John Kelly

T

Above: It may look like an outhouse, but it’s 
one of the all-important donation booths

Left: It takes many volunteers to hang the 375 
lighted balls throughout the park

Below: One of the lighted donation booths 
located throughout the neighborhood

(continued on page 24)
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making a difference in the world
one smile at a time

making a difference in the world
one smile at a time

GUY RIBANDO, D.D.S. BRITTANY BLUE, D.D.S.

MARK WILKINSON, D.D.S. ANDREW BURTON, D.D.S.

Friendly Dentistry has a dental

philosophy that is simple: allowing

each patient to be well-informed,

educated, and able to make his or

her own dental choices. We are

friendly, compassionate and painless.

Our team of experienced

Greensboro dentists is determined

to make a difference in the world,

one smile at a time.

336.272.4595
www.greensboro-dentist.com

FD horizontal AD Swarm 1-15-21:horizontal FD swarm ad  1/15/21  9:50 AM  Page 2

though she uses plastic boxes with 
dividers. She and Roger personally 
fill each section with the correct 
number of newsletters for every 
delivery volunteer.
Twenty-two volunteers cover the 
southern half of the neighbor-
hood. Eight of them deliver to 
more than 30 homes each. The 
largest route belongs to Rick Diehl, 
who personally delivers to 44 
homes every quarter.  

Her heroes include: Julie Brown, 
Stephanie Cervelloni, Rick Diehl, 
Michael Driver, Erin Farney, Laura 
Gage, Teri Hammer, Chris Horney, 
Emerita Leitner, Mollie Norris, Erin 
Reiss, Linda Rhyne, Julie Stahr, 
Martha Stepnowski, Jackie Tan-
seer, Ann Taylor, Julia Testa, and 
Tina Ulery. 

In theory, the system is seamless. 
In practice, it takes about two 
weeks before the final newsletter 
finds its home. Vacations, weather, 
busy schedules — life happens. 
But it always gets completed. 
Whew!

More Than Paper and Ink
What makes this effort remarkable 
isn’t just the logistics. It’s the per-
sonal touch.

These newsletters are not tossed 
from car windows or stamped 
by machines. They are walked to 
doors by neighbors who wave, 
chat, and check in along the way. 
The act of delivery itself becomes 
a thread of connection.
This is community in motion.

A Reputation Built on 
Teamwork
Sunset Hills enjoys a reputation as 
a wonderful place to live. That rep-
utation isn’t built solely on beauti-

ful homes or quiet streets. It’s built 
on neighborly effort — on people 
willing to carry boxes, sort stacks, 
walk routes, and give of their time 
so others can be informed and stay 
connected.

A host of unsung heroes make 
it happen, like clockwork, every 
quarter.

So, the next time the newsletter 
appears in your hands, pause for a 
moment and know – behind those 
pages is a team effort, a tradition 
of service, and a neighborhood 
that shows up for itself, one door-
step at a time.

April 19 through April 25 is Na-
tional Volunteer Week.  Thanks 
to all our Sunset Hills Volunteers 
who make this Neighborhood a 
Great One!

_____ shna _____

The Unsung Heros 
Behind Every Sunset 
Hills Newsletter   
(continued from page 12)
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ASHLEY MEREDITH
Broker/REALTOR®
336-202-4964
Ashley.Meredith@BHHSYostandLittle.com
AshleyMeredithHomes.com

© 2026 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance

Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. 

Scan to find out
what your home is
worth this spring.

YOUR SUNSET HILLS
REALTOR® & NEIGHBOR

Spring in
Sunset Hills is

Something
Special

and it’s one of the
best times to move.
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Running Of The Balls Was A 
Great Time For Everyone

ACADEMICS  | FAITH  |  ATHLETICS  |  ENRICHMENT  |  INCLUSION  |  COMMUNITYACADEMICS  | FAITH  |  ATHLETICS  |  ENRICHMENT  |  INCLUSION  |  COMMUNITY

PRE-K THROUGH 8TH GRADE
NOW ENROLLING FOR
2026-2027
PRE-K THROUGH 8TH GRADE
NOW ENROLLING FOR
2026-2027

ready for a change?ready for a change?r

e

a

d

y

 for a cha
n

g

e

?ready for a change?

201 S. Chapman St
Greensboro, NC

OLGsch.org  |  336.275.1522
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Chris Horney
Custom Furniture and Cabinetry

Award- 
winning  
designs 

since  
1997

Get exactly the piece of furniture you want for  
your home. With my expertise and experience,  

I’ll incorporate your ideas to fit your space. 

336.601.7206  chris@chrishorney.com

2014 – I ran power over the 
street on West Greenway Drive 
North to hang a few balls in the 
park tree to deliver on a promise 
to Scott Harkey that I would get 
some balls lit in the park.

Also 2014 – City didn’t like the 
power cord over the road and 
asked that I take it down. Lol

2015 – SHNA paid for the power 
to be added next to the tennis 
court. This funding came from 
North State Internet giving the 
neighborhood $5000 as an incon-
venience check due to digging up 
lawns in the neighborhood with 
their fiber project.

2016-19 – Lincoln Financial host-
ed a “Give Back Day” on the first 
Friday of December to knock out 
hanging the balls in one day. This 
Give Back Day continued until my 
retirement from LFG in 2020.

2021 – Nick paid for David Lin to 
perform in Ron and Mona’s front 
yard for our first Light the Park 
event to kick off the Ball Season

FAQs about the Park:
Where are the balls and cords 
stored? 
Nick pays for a MiBox POD out 
of the run proceeds to house the 
balls and cords.

How many balls are hung in the 
park? 
Roughly 375 balls are hung each 
year, as neighbors cut down trees, 
balls might be given to the park to 
hang more.

Who hangs the South Park? 
Our neighbor Joe Norris and his 
team of volunteers hang the 
South Park.

Who pays for the electricity? 
The city said it was too difficult to 
split out the power on their bill 
and the city takes pride in what 
our neighborhood does to help 
the food banks.

I can’t thank Nick, SNHA, and the 
neighborhood volunteers enough 
for all the support everyone has 
given me over the past ten years 
of building this out. Nick has 
asked that I give him two more 
years on consulting and transition 
which I am happy to do. 

I love looking out the window and 
seeing the park lit up and I espe-
cially love the kids hanging out of 
the sunroof of a car yelling “Merry 
Christmas” as they drive through 
the “hood”.  

_____ shna _____

Memories Of Ten Plus 
Years & Passing The 
Torch (um, Shooter)   
(continued from page 19)
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Hunger Food Drive has produced a 
total of 8,552,943 meals—yes, that 
is eight and one half million since 
2007—6,325,978 of those meals 
from the Running of the Balls, 
which launched in 2012. From 
2007 to 2025, generous folks 
donated 118 tons of food and 
$1,221,849.04, of which ROTB 
raised $935,590. All this came 
from cheerful hearts, diligent 
work, and the remarkable gener-
osity of the folks in Greensboro 
and beyond. 

For 2025-2026, generous folks con-
tributed 12,680 pounds of food and 
$37,910. The Running of the Balls 
raised $108,152 for Second Harvest 
Food Bank of North Carolina. There’s 
more, beyond the neighborhood— 

LCBs Shine The Light On 
Hunger Again in 2025   
(continued from page 11)

A family who attended one of the 
LCB workshops wound up in Bridge-
water, New Jersey. They transplant-
ed their LCBs to their new home 
in their neighborhood. They made 
friends. They shared their lives with 
others. Not only are the Bridgewa-

ter Tree Balls beautiful (they’re on 
Facebook), but the neighborhood 
launched a food drive for hungry 
people. In 2023, generous folks 
contributed three hundred pounds 
of non-perishable food; in 2024, 
it grew to 1300 pounds, and this 

season, it kept on growing - 1888 
pounds, providing 4185 meals over 
the three years. 

Finally, we owe a massive debt of 
thanks to John Kelly for his visionary 
work in lighting up the park, and to 

Nick Loflin, who dreamt up the 
idea for the run. None of this 
food would reach Greensboro 
Urban Ministry safely without 
a few families and individuals. 
These unseen superwomen and 
supermen show up after dark, 
late at night, in the cold, rain, and 
wind to empty the trailer and the 
food shed, box up the food, de-
liver it to the GUM loading dock, 
and update the worksheet so we 

can keep up with all of this. A huge 
shout-out to Mollie Lyles and the 
dozen or so families who stepped up 
to take on that project.
 
Happy 2026!

_____ shna _____

Since 2007 the Shine The 
Light On Hunger program 

has provided more than 
8,500,000 meals for the 

hungry in our community!
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Spring Shows Her Colors At 
The Corner Farmers Market
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Cat people need to get away, too! 
Let your cats stay at home and be happy. 
Forty-minute feline TLC visits for food, meds, 
shots, treats, fresh water, scooping, petting, 
brushing, playtime, and photos at every visit 
plus watering houseplants, trash in/out, mail  
Let me love up on your cats like I do mine! 

Small Batch Cats!  Call 336.508.2377  
Terry Lynn Rader - Pet Sitter Pro for 15 Years 
Now exclusively caring for indoor cats at home 
 

Support The 
Advertisers Who 

Support Your Sunset 
Hills Newsletter
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2026 SHNA Membership List
Neighbors paying dues as of February 
15, 2026.

We wish to thank all of you who sup-
port the neighborhood. We hope to 
see everyone on this list in 2026 

Those marked with * have contributed 
more than the dues.  We appreciate 
your generosity.

Lonnie & Susan Albright
Bob & Betty Arms*
Ellen Atkins 
Karen Hill & Don Atkinson*

Roger Bardsley & Elaine Brune*
John & Charlotte Bernard*
Patsy Bohlen*
Philip & Brenda Bowman*
David & Ellie Brauneis

Terry Carey*
Cynthia Carrington*
George Cheek*

Debby Davis*
Pamela Frye & Connie Dupree*
LuAnn Durham

Heather Fields & Hart Ebersole*
John and Sarah Esposito

Bill Johnston & Tom Fitzgerald*

Jack & Annette Garvey
James & Susan Gentry
Leah Giovan*
John & Brenda Glenn
Elaine Talbert & Ken Gruber*

Andy & Karen Heckethorn
Susan Hensley
Carrie Council & Gavin Holt

David & Alicia Irvin*

Joe & Lisa Jenkins
Percy & Nora Jones*

John & Amy Kelly*
Brian & Annie Kendrick
Gary Kenton*
James & Rhonda Kernodle*
Jonathan & Martha Kesler*

Derrick & Anne Lankford
Gary & Jane Law*
Emarita Leitner*

John & Kim Martin
John & Patricia Martinez*
Ken & Beth Mayer*
Amanda McGehee*
Marcia McHenry
Sonia Garcia Montalva
Dan & Joy Moore*
Phil & Mary Mac Moore*

Kerrie Thomas & Leslie Newby
Buzz & Martha Newland

Sinead O’Doherty*

Azer Avdagic & Claire Parsons
Carl & Helen Phillips*
Jim & Susan Phillips
Michael & Joanna Phillips*
Marlene Pratto*

John & Susan Riley*
Marlene Talley & Edward Robinson*
David & Annette Rock*
Kelly Peterson & Bo Rodenbough*
Robert & Tina Rothbart

Thomas & Wendy Sibley*
Elizabeth McMurray & Cordon Smart
Carolyn Shankle & Moreland Smith*
Mark & Elizabeth (Boo) Stauffer*
Janet Lilly & James Steele*
Ferdinand Stout*
Bob & Jo Strack
Andy & Marti Sykes*

Jeff & Julia Testa*
Patrick & Andrea Tierney*
Gerry Alfano & Merrill Tisdel*
Larry & Joanie Tomar*

Homer & Julie Wade
Jessica Levco & Matthew Warman
David & Patricia Webb*
Jim & Cherie Westmoreland*
Phyllis White
Troy Wilhoit*
Elizabeth Hart & Fred Williams*

Erol & Lisa Yurtkuran*

_____ shna _____

(continued on Inside Back 
Cover - page 31)
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